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How shall they hear without a preacher? 

Gulf Coast Jurisdiction celebrates Bishop Charles D. Smith’s appreciation/birthday  

 

FORT WALTON BEACH, FLA. – Saints in the Gulf Coast Jurisdiction celebrated the pastoral 

appreciation and 68th birthday of their bishop on Feb. 9-10, 

at Promise Church, 716 Edge St. with the theme, “How shall 

they hear without a preacher” (Romans 10:13-15). 

  

The event opened on Saturday with a luncheon in Bishop 

Charles D. Smith’s honor.  Bishop Smith is the Presiding 

Bishop of the Gulf Coast Jurisdiction and Pastor of Promise.  

 

Dr. Lynn Knox from Lily of the Valley Church in 

Thonotosassa, Fla. was the luncheon guest speaker.  She gave 

her testimony and encouraged the ministers to preach and 

hearers to listen to the Word of God.  Gulf Coast saints 

presented gifts and encouraged Bishop Smith with words of 

exhortation for his years of labor in the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

Elder Jeffrey Johnson, from North Carolina, preached on Saturday night.  He reassured the people 

that God sees and knows the people who want to be saved:  “When God wants to save someone, 

He will send somebody with the Word of God.  When God sends you, you have a burden and 

message in your heart.”  

 

The appreciation culminated on Sunday morning with Elder Carlos Thompson, Pastor of Christ 

the Redeemer, Gulfport, Miss.  He told the saints that they have to speak the Word for God to get 

the people saved:  “I am God’s mouth piece and instrument of righteousness, so I have to keep my 

mouth clean.  I have the most important job in the world and that is to preach the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ.”  He encouraged the saints that if they really want to bless Bishop Smith, they should win 

souls. 

 

Bishop Smith gave closing remarks and thanked everyone for attending and praying for him. 



The Bishop’s Corner 
 

Our Commission 

 
Praise the Lord Saints, 

 

 “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every 

creature.  He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he 

that believeth not shall be damned” (Mark 16:15-16). 

  

 This is the great commission that Jesus gave to us, and in 

order to please God and do His will, we must fulfill it.   Jesus is 

coming back soon and I have work to do because I will be 

rewarded for what I am doing when he comes back.   

 

 In this year, we must preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ as 

never before.  If what we have done in the past is not working, we 

must examine ourselves, turn the corner and do something 

different.  When the Gospel is preached in its purest form, people get saved and the Holy Ghost 

confirms the Word with miracles, wonders and signs. 

 

 People who do not come to church regularly lack faith.  “So then faith cometh by hearing, 

and hearing by the Word of God” (Romans 10:17).  We as pastors must ask ourselves if we have 

given the people enough of the Word of God to increase their faith, causing them to come to 

church.  God has commissioned us to preach the Gospel, and we must do our best to do the cause 

of Christ, which is to get people saved. 

 

 We are ambassadors for Christ working together with Him to reconcile the people to God 

(2 Corinthians 5:18-20).  So let us continue to labour together with God so that He will give the 

increase in the church (1 Corinthians 3:5-9).  Some of us may plant and some may water, but the 

people cannot come to Jesus except the Father draws them (John 6:44). 

 

 Let us pray one for another that the Gospel not be hindered in us, but that we may yield 

and obey the Holy Spirit and boldly preach the Word of God.  The people cannot call on Him in 

whom they have not heard or believed, and they cannot hear without a preacher (Romans 10:14-

15).  We have been sent by God to give this glorious gospel to the world, so let us gird our loins 

and do it! 

 

God bless you all, 

 

Bishop Charles D. Smith 

Gulf Coast Jurisdiction 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 



 
 

12 February 2019 

 
Praise the Lord Saints, 

  
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Thanks so much to everyone who had 

anything to do with my birthday and appreciation celebration.  Whether you were directly involved 

in the planning, attended, or sent up a prayer on my behalf, I am truly thankful.    

 

I especially thank Elder Paula Smith, Minister Shaundra Smith, and the Promise saints, who 

worked diligently to make all parts of the celebration a success.   A special thanks to Dr. Lynn 

Knox, Elder Jeffrey Johnson, and Elder Carlos Thompson, Pastor of Christ the Redeemer, who 

taught and preached the Word of God, which increased our faith. 

 

Thanks also for the cards, financial blessings, and words of encouragement, but most of all, just 

for your love and concern.  I pray that God will richly bless and prosper each of you!   

 

God bless you all! 

 

Bishop Charles D. Smith 

Gulf Coast Jurisdiction 

 

 

More February stories 

 

Category: Events 

 

A pastor was recognized for job performance, one church had a pastoral appreciation, three 

others had revivals, and one had birthday celebrations and a marriage proposal. 

 

 From Holy of Holies Tabernacle:  In the month of February, 

Pastor Chris Mastin of Holy of Holies Tabernacle, received special 

recognition from Veterans Affairs Leadership where he works.  

The recognition reads:  “Special thanks goes out to Christopher 

Mastin in the DROC who recently assisted a Veteran who was 

facing homelessness.  Chris displayed compassion and empathy 

while interviewing this Veteran and worked closely with the Little 

Rock Regional Office to help expedite the completion of an award 

that granted the Veteran over $350k. Mr. Mastin’s commitment to 

excellence and the ICARE values were clearly demonstrated and greatly appreciated by 

the Veteran and his family who called in to provide special thank you to Chris.” 

 

Min Kim Mastin:  “We are very proud of Pastor Mastin! 



 From Promise:  February 9-10, Promise held a 

pastoral appreciation and birthday celebration for 

Gulf Coast Jurisdictional Bishop Charles D. Smith. 

The theme for the event was “How Shall How They 

Hear without a Preacher?” The appreciation began 

Saturday afternoon with a banquet luncheon at 

which Dr. Lynn Knox was the guest speaker. Giving 

her testimony and speaking about the attributes of a 

preacher, Dr. Knox took her text from Romans 10:15, the scripture upon which the 

appreciation was based. The afternoon culminated with Bishop Smith’s closing remarks.  

Elder Jeffrey Johnson was the guest speaker for the Saturday evening service. In keeping 

with the theme of the appreciation, Elder Johnson took his text from Acts 8:29-40, tying it 

into the theme scripture Romans 10:15 and spoke about how Philip preached to the eunuch 

who had been reading the Word of God, leading him to salvation.  Elder Carlos Thompson 

was the guest speaker for the Sunday morning service. Taking his text from the theme 

scripture, Romans 10:15, Elder Thompson encouraged the saints to endeavor more 

earnestly to win souls for God. The pastoral appreciation and birthday celebration 

culminated with closing remarks from Bishop Smith.  

 

Minister Shaundra Smith:  “We were blessed and had a wonderful time in the Lord!” 

 

                 

               

                             

In the Photos:  Saints enjoying the Lord at Bishop Charles D. Smith’s 2019 birthday and pastoral appreciation celebration at Promise. 



 From Prince of Peace:  The annual revival with Elder Ruth Latham, Gulf Coast 

Jurisdiction Evangelistic Team Coordinator, held February 23-24, was filled with 

blessings.  Saturday night Elder Latham preached from John 3:16-21 and encouraged us 

that Jesus came to save not condemn the world, so we should not stop praying for our loved 

ones and others to be saved.  She said God draws to Jesus those who will be saved, and He 

has a time for them to be saved.  On Sunday morning, Elder Latham ended the revival, 

preaching from John 4:4-13 about the woman at the well.  She encouraged us to ask Jesus 

for that living water. 

Pastor Paulette Harrison:  “We were truly blessed by the Word of God during the revival.” 

 

 

 From Carrollwood Bible Study Center:  The saints of 

Carrollwood Bible Study Center and Holiest of Holies Tabernacle 

were truly blessed by our recent Friday Night Evangelist Service, 

February 22, 2019.  The Bible Study Center hosted guest speaker, 

Evangelist Elder Ruth Latham from Montgomery, Ala. She 

encouraged us that God has a plan for each of us.  She reminded us 

that each individual will be saved in their own time.  However, it is 

critical not to reject Him when the time of salvation comes. She also 

encouraged us to be willing to obey the call when He draws us. After 

the service, the saints fellowshipped and celebrated the birthday of 

Sister Amber Jarret.  

 

Minister Tabitha Hines:  “We wished a happy birthday to her and blessings to all!” 

 

 

 From Spirit of Christ:  In celebration of our February birthdays, Spirit of Christ saints 

would like to say "Happy Birthday" to Minister Stephen Calix, Minister Cory Cook and 

Deacon Jeff Negley.  

 

Elder Debbie Calix:  “Always a great time for fellowship, food and cake!”  

 

                  
In the Photos:  (L to R) Minister Cory Cook, Deacon Jeff Negley and Minister Stephen Calix enjoying their birthday gifts at Spirit of Christ. 



 
In the Photo:  Spirit of Christ saints enjoying the February birthday celebration. 

 

 

 From Spirit of Christ:  Spirit of Christ is very pleased to announce the 

engagement of our Youth Director and Minister of Music, Minister Stephen 

Calix and Sister Tonya Bloxson. Of course, Minister Calix was even more 

pleased that "She Said Yes!"  

 

Elder Debbie Calix:  “We are very happy for them!” 

 
In the Photos: (Above) Minister Stephen Calix and Sister Tonya Bloxson during their engagement. (Below) SOC 

saints, friends and family celebrating the engagement announcement. 

 
 

 

 From Christ the Redeemer:  Christ the 

Redeemer saints hosted their 2019 Youth and 

Young Adult Revival on February 23-24. All 

of the youth and young adults were used to 

bless the people through song, words of 

exhortation, preaching, and playing musical 

instruments. On Saturday, we were blessed 

with a seminar from Minister Shaundra 

Smith, the Gulf Coast Jurisdiction  
      In the Photo:  Christ the Redeemer’s Youth and Young Adult choir. 



Minister of Music and Evangelistic Team member.  She encouraged the young people on 

how to live holy. “We always preach and teach to the youth to live holy, but we have to 

teach them how to live holy,” she said. The teenagers and young adults were encouraged 

by a “Let’s talk” forum with our very own Assistant International Youth and Young Adult 

Director, Dr. Christiana Russell.  She encouraged the young people to ‘let their light shine 

and be more involved in the community, because we are the light of the world.” Following 

Saturday service, the saints went bowling. Minister Kourtney Littlejohn, the Gulf Coast 

Jurisdiction Youth and Young Adult Director, preached Sunday morning and encouraged 

the saints that “God does not call those that are perfect, instead God calls those that know 

they are made perfect through Christ.”   

 

Minister Kourtney Littlejohn: “We were edified in the Lord through the preaching and teaching.”  

 

     
In the photos (L to R) Minister Shaundra Smith teaching a seminar, Dr. Christiana Russell teaching a Webinar and Brother Jonathan Thompson 

preaching at Christ the Redeemer’s 2019 Youth and Young Adult revival. 

 

     
 

   
In the Photos:  Christ the Redeemer saints enjoying the praise and worship (Sister Gabby), music (Brother DeVon, Exhorter Brinkley and Deacon 
Berrian) preaching (Minister Kourtney Littlejohn) and bowling fellowship during their 2019 Youth and Young Adult revival held February 23-24 

2019 in Gulfport, Miss. 



Category:  Prayer Request 

 

The saints need healings and some are bereaving the loss of loved ones. 

 

 From the Editorial Staff:  The saints below need prayer. If you have a prayer request, 

please submit it to the monthly newsletter. We will run the testimonies of saints’ answered 

prayers in the newsletter. “...The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 

much.” (James 5:16)  

 

Minister Xiomara Rivera (Healing) 

Elder T’Angela Rogers (Healing) 

Elder Kim Montgomery (Healing) 

Brother Simeon Tanner (Healing) 

Minister George McFadden (Healing) 

Minister Norma Taylor’s Mother (Healing) 

Minister Cory Cook’s Father (Complete Healing) 

Minister Joseph Johnson (Healing) 

Brother Joshua Henderson (Healing) 

Elder Paulette Harrison (Healing) 

Sister Carolyn Russell (Healing) 

Minister Ricketa Hurdle (Healing) 

Brother Anthony Burrell (Healing) 

Elder LaToya Smith’s Father (Complete Healing) 

Minister Chemiese Hall’s Niece (Healing)  

Minister Chemiese Hall’s Sister (Comfort) 

The Armstrong Family (Bereavement) 

The Robinson and Brinkley Family (Bereavement) 

Sister Faith Desgouttes and Family (Bereavement) 

 

 

Category:  Testimonies  

 

Saints received healings and blessings from the Lord. 

 

 From the Carter Family:  Praise the Lord Saints!  My husband Lawrence 

and I want to thank all the saints for their prayers. Our baby girl came out 

completely healthy with no worries at all.  

 

Adalynn Lenee Carter:  “Again thank you all and here’s a picture of our baby 

girl.”  

 

 

 

 From Minister Cory Cook:  Praise the Lord Saints!  After talking with my mother today, 

I asked her about my dad and how he's doing.  She said he's doing much better. So I asked 

her what the doctors said at his last visit, and she said the doctors were amazed at how well 



he's doing!  She said they took him off the steroids, which were giving him energy, and 

they are amazed! Usually, he's tired and it's hard for him to do anything, but the Lord gave 

him his strength back and he's driving around on his own, going out to eat, going to church, 

etc. He's doing basically everything he used to do before the treatment! It's a miracle! 

Though he still needs a complete healing, the Lord is touching him and strengthening his 

body because of the prayers of the righteous! 

 

Minister Cory Cook:  “Thank you for your continued prayers for my father! The Lord is a miracle 

worker!”  

 

 

 From Elder LaToya Smith:  Praise the Lord Saints!  On Saturday, February 16, 2019, the 

doctors decided my dad, Jimmy Harrison, was stable enough to take him off of the 

machines.  After performing a number of tests, he was able to feel and speak (with some 

slurring).  Sunday, he was able to sit up in a chair.  Monday, the doctors removed the 

feeding tube, and he is eating and drinking on his own. They were getting ready to move 

him out of ICU, but his blood pressure went up.  Prayerfully his blood pressure will 

stabilize, and he can be moved to a regular room and start rehabilitation.  Also, because of 

the location of the bleeding on his brain, his left eye had been affected, causing him to have 

double vision. The doctors told one of my brothers after everything calmed down that they 

were expecting him to die.  Please continue to pray for his continued healing and strength 

and that through this miracle, he and the rest of my family might receive salvation. 

  

 Elder LaToya Smith:  “This is a miracle!  I thank God for hearing our prayers and I thank the 

CLGI saints for praying!” 

 

 

Category Bereavements:    

 

Saints lost love ones and thank everybody for their prayers and concern.  

 

 From the Armstrong Family:  Praise the Lord Saints.  I would like to thank you all that 

prayed for my Aunt Vickie.  I’m saddened to inform you that she passed Saturday 

afternoon, February 16, 2019. 

 

Elder Willie Armstrong:  “Thanks again for your prayers.” 

 

 

 From the Robinson and Brinkley Family:  Saints of God, I want to sincerely thank all 

of you for your prayers for my grandmother, San Jeanette Smith, who is Sister Constance 

Robinson's mother.  She passed away on Friday, February 22, 2019. The Lord has truly 

been holding up our family. 

 

Minister Shaneika Brinkley:  “Please continue to keep our family in your prayers.”  

 
  



Category:  Upcoming Events 

 

 From the Evangelistic Team:  Below are the Evangelistic team members for the Gulf 

Coast Jurisdiction.  Please pray that the Lord will use them mightily to speak words that 

are Spirit and life and confirm His Word by miracles, wonders and signs.  If you need a 

revival at your church, please contact one of the evangelists listed below to check his or 

her availability. 

 

1.  Elder Ruth Latham  

2.  Elder Tom Calix  

3.  Minister Crystal Derico  

4.  Minister Shaundra Smith  

5.  Minister Sirita Loiseau  

6.  Minister Desiree Walker 

 

2019 Revival Schedule  

21-22 Mar (Thur-Fri) Holy of Holies Tabernacle, Holiday, Fla. (Confirmed)  

6-7 Aug (Tue-Wed) Christ the Redeemer, Gulfport, Miss. (Confirmed) 

8-9 Aug (Thur-Fri) Promise, Fort Walton Beach, Fla. (Confirmed) 

20-21 Aug (Tue-Wed) Lily of the Valley, Thonotosassa, Fla. (Confirmed) 

24-25 Oct (Thur-Fri) Spirit of Christ, Fort Walton Beach, Fla. (Confirmed) 

 

 

 From the Administrative Staff:  Saints please be mindful of these upcoming events.  

 

The 2019 Gulf Coast Jurisdiction Calendar 

 

Date     Event       Location 

Mar 16-17   GCJ Missions Conference     Gulfport, Miss. 

Mar 28-31   Bishop White’s Anniversary     Columbus, Ohio  

Apr 5-7   GCJ Elect Ladies/Brotherhood Conf.   FWB, Fla.  

May 4-5   Elder Sewell/Sewell Pastoral Anniv.  Thonotosassa, Fla.  

Jun 3   CLGI Consecration Begins     N/A 

Jun 8-9  Elder Harrison Pastoral Anniv.    Jacksonville, Fla.  

Jun 26    CLGI Consecration Ends     N/A 

Jun 28- Jul 7  IYYAC/Brotherhood/General Assembly   Mobile, Ala. 

Jul 27-28   Elder Russell Pastoral Anniv.    Montgomery, Ala. 

Sep 6-8   Elder Calix Pastoral Anniv.    FWB, Fla.  

Sep 20-22   International Missions Conference   TBD  

Oct 11-13   Holy of Holies Tabernacle Anniv.   Holiday, Fla.  

Nov 15-17   Gulf Coast Jurisdictional Meeting    FWB, Fla.  

Dec 7-8   Elder Thompson Pastoral Anniv.    Gulfport, Miss. 



 
 

 


