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Bishop Smith encourages the GCJ Saints on Mother’s Day 

                                    

FORT WALTON BEACH, FLA. – “Mothers play a critical 

role in the home and in the church.” These were the words of 

Bishop Charles D. Smith, Gulf Coast Jurisdictional Bishop 

and Pastor of Promise Church via a Zoom meeting on 

Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 10, 2020. 

 Because of the Coronavirus pandemic, Bishop Smith 

has been teaching from home, using Zoom on Sunday 

morning, Tuesday and Friday nights during these times of 

stay-at-home orders in effect in many states.  Bishop Smith 

resumed Sunday morning service at Promise Church on May 

3, and Mother’s Day was the second Sunday back in Promise.  

He still uses the Zoom App during the service at Promise. 

 Teaching from Judges, chapter 13, 14 and 16, Bishop 

Smith talked about Samson and the influence his mother had on his life.  “Every good mother 

should desire that their children be in God because God will keep them throughout their lives and 

give them eternal life,” said Bishop Smith.  “For lo, thou shalt conceive and bear a son; and no 

razor shall come on his head: for the child shall be a Nazarite unto God from the womb: and he 

shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines.” (Judges 13:5)  

 Bishop Smith said, “When Samson’s heart changed, the Lord left him and although his hair 

had been cut off, Samson’s hair began to grow back, and he desired to come back to God.”  Judges 

16:28, says, “And Samson called unto the Lord, and said, O Lord God, remember me, I pray thee, 

and strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, O God, that I may be at once avenged of the 

Philistines for my two eyes. 

 “Sometimes our children’s heart will change toward God, but like Samson, they can come 

back to Him,” said Bishop Smith.” I John 1:9, reads, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 

just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  

Bishop Smith concluded by saying, “Mothers need to tell their children that God will never 

leave them nor forsake them, if they will turn back to God, He will receive them.”  

 
In the photo: Bishop Charles D. Smith, Gulf Coast Jurisdictional Bishop and Pastor of Promise, teaching with the Zoom Cloud 

Meetings App at Promise Church in Fort Walton Beach, Fla. 
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The Bishop’s Corner 
 

 

Keep your crown 
 

Praise the Lord Saints, 

 

 “I know thy works: behold I have set before thee an open 

door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and 

hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.  Behold, I come 

quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy 

crown.  Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of 

my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him 

the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which 

is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my 

God: and I will write upon him my new name.” (Rev 3:8, 11-12) 

 Let’s get our minds set on heaven, so we can have 

everlasting life.  We need to always wait on God and our eternal 

life. Our hope in heaven gives us faith, and we don’t want to miss 

heaven.  If we miss something on earth, it is not everlasting.  When we have hope in heaven, we 

can endure all things, but we don’t do it by ourselves; we have the Holy Spirit to help us. 

 No one will be able to give God a reason why he or she could not get saved and stay saved.  

With Christ, we have an open door that no man can close (Rev 3:8). We have the strength of the 

Holy Ghost, who reminds us of the goodness of the Lord to help us stand in Him and endure to the 

end.  If we deny Christ, we cannot be saved (Matt 10:33). We can’t let anyone talk us out of 

returning to God and going to church.  We need to be faithful in the few things that God has given 

us because we will be rewarded for our work and labor in the Lord, so we need to keep our eyes 

on God. 

 “After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, 

and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with 

white robes, and palms in their hands; and cried with a  loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God 

which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb” (Rev 7:9-10). 

 These are the people that John saw in heaven.  We must believe that we are one of those 

people.  The whole world could be saved because of the finished work of the cross.  Jesus saves to 

the uttermost, all those who come to him (Heb 7:25).  Jesus has not come back yet because God 

has compassion, and He is still saving people (II Pet 3:11).  God has given us an open door to be 

saved, and we can’t let anyone take our crown.  God is standing, waiting with open arms to receive 

us. 

  

God bless you, 

 

Bishop Charles D. Smith 

Gulf Coast Jurisdiction 

 

 



More April stories 

Category: Events 

 

During the month of May, churches celebrated birthdays, Mother’s Day, a Pastoral anniversary 

and graduations; presented school honor certificates, introduced youth on-line learning 

program, hosted on-line music lessons and did on-line encouragement.  

 

• From Christ the Redeemer:  Minister Shaneika Brinkley and Brother DeVon celebrated 

their birthday in the month of May. They were so excited and very surprised! 

 

Minister Kourtney Littlejohn: “Happy Birthday to both of you!” 

 

     
In the Photos: (L to R) Brother DeVon Brinkley and Minister Shaneika Brinkley. 

 

 

• From Christ the Redeemer:  During this time of having services and bible 

studies via conference calls, Uber conference, Zoom, etc., we cannot forget 

about our youth. The Lord placed it on Minister Shaneika Brinkley’s heart to 

have a bible study for the kids. The Left Behind Kids Series is a live-action 

audio study for youth on YouTube.   

 

Minister Kourtney Littlejohn: “The youth are really enjoying the study.” 

 

 
   

  

• From Christ the Redeemer: Minister Tyrone Brinkley has 

moved his music class to YouTube.  The class is every Thursday 

at 7:00 pm CST and covers everything from how to play 

instruments to the role of music in the church. 

 

Minister Kourtney Littlejohn: “I enjoy the music classes.” 



 

• From Christ the Redeemer:  Minister Tyrone Brinkley is using TikTok (a 

social media App) as a format to glorify God and encourage believers and non-

believers alike.   

 

Minister Kourtney Littlejohn: “Encouragement is needful during these critical 

times.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• From Spirit of Christ:  Spirit of Christ celebrated their youth who graduated and are 

moving on to their next level of education. They have met all their academic requirements 

and received excellent grades while having to navigate the difficult task of on-line school, 

like a college student would have to do and also keeping up their attendance in church and 

Christian education. We want to say, “Congratulations” to Maxine Rosalina Woods who 

is moving on from VPK to kindergarten, Venus Lusenia Woods who is graduating from 

5th grade into middle school and Jaylen Malik Reid who has graduated from 8th grade and 

is moving on to high school. Minister Stephen Calix, Spirit of Christ Youth and Young 

Adult Director, said, "We are so very proud of them." 

 

Elder Debbie Calix: “Keep up the great work!” 

 

          
In the Photos:  Venus Lusenia Woods, Maxine Rosalina Woods, Jaylen Malik Reid and Pastor Tom Calix presenting certificates 

for school completion at Spirit of Christ Church. 

                                     

 

 



More Photos: 

 

   

  

 
In the Photos:  Venus Lusenia Woods, Maxine Rosalina Woods, Jaylen Malik Reid, Sister Tonya Calix, Minister Stephen Calix, 

Elder Debbie Calix and Pastor Tom Calix celebrating school accomplishments at Spirit of Christ Church. 



• From Spirit of Christ:  Spirit of Christ recognized all the mothers on Mother's Day for 

their love and dedication to their children and families. The mothers included: Elder Debbie 

Calix, Elder Gladys Calix, Elder Marisela Lopez, Missionary Felicita Woods, Sister Tonya 

Calix, Sister Christine Slagle, and Sister Shanell Taylor.  Pastor Calix stated "We're so 

blessed to have them as a part of the body of Christ, the Church." "Her children arise up, 

and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praiseth her” (Proverbs 31:28). 

 

Elder Debbie Calix: “We were happy to celebrate all the mothers.” 

 

 

• From Spirit of Christ:  Spirit of Christ would like to shout out a big "Happy Birthday" 

to our May Birthday's: Sister Christine Slagle - May 9th, Sister Emily Peterson - May 

23rd, and Sister Shanell Taylor - May 27th. 

 

Elder Debbie Calix: “Happy Birthday to all of you!” 

 

• From Holy of Holies Tabernacle:  Holy of Holies Tabernacle celebrated our mothers in 

a different way this year.  Even though we were under social distancing orders, Pastor 

Mastin wanted to make sure we honored our mothers.  He personally delivered flowers and 

balloons to each of their homes and placed the arrangements on their doorsteps that 

morning before service.  The mothers were all grateful and touched.  There was a pure 

spirit of joy during our service via Zoom that Sunday morning. Despite the circumstances 

of everything going on, we all have joy, peace and strength that comes from God.  “And 

the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds 

through Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:7). 

 

Minister Kim Mastin: “Happy Mother’s Day to all of the mothers.” 

 

   
 

In the Photos:  Pastor Christopher Mastin delivering Mother’s Day gifts to the mothers of Holy of Holies Tabernacle. 

 

 

 

 



More Photos: 

 

   
In the Photos:  The mothers of Holy of Holies Tabernacle with their Mother’s Day gift from Pastor Mastin. 

 

 

• From Lily of the Valley:  Lily of the Valley has been busy this 

month.  The Lord is moving and bringing more people to the house 

of God.  We want to welcome our new and returning members.  

Bother Bobby Horne and his wife Ashantell relocated to Tampa and 

joined LOV.  They have a son Amari (not pictured). Sister Sharon 

Pitts is here with her daughter, Sister Sereese, and has decided to 

join LOV.  Sis Nina DeAngelis rededicated her life to Christ and 

rejoined LOV. Sister Sophia O'Hara and her son Jaron rededicated 

their lives to the Lord and also rejoined Lily of the Valley.  

 

Sister Sereese Davis: “Welcome to all of our new members.” 

 

   
In the Photos: Top Sister Sharon Pitts, (L to R) Bother Bobby Horne and Sister Ashantell Horne, Sister Nina DeAngelis, 

Brother Jaron O’Hara and Sister Sophia O’Hara. 



• From Lily of the Valley:  Lily of the Valley wants 

to give honor to Pastors Tony and Deborah Sewell who are 

continuing to do a great work in this ministry. This year 

marked their 31st Pastoral Anniversary! Although we had 

to cancel events for this year because of the COVID-19 

pandemic, we still want to show our appreciation for their 

labor of love to the saints. 

 

Sister Sereese Davis: “Happy 31st Pastoral Anniversary 

Pastor T and Pastor D.”  

 
In the Photo:  Pastor Tony Sewell and Pastor Deborah Sewell. 

 

 

 

 

• From Lily of the Valley:  We want to 

congratulate our Local Brotherhood Coordinator, 

Exhorter Travis Sewell for the promotion he 

received on his job.  We know promotions come 

from the Lord, and we thank Exhorter Travis for 

also being a faithful worker in the ministry. 

 

Sister Sereese Davis: “We are all very happy for your 

success.” 

 
   In the Photo:  Exhorter Travis Sewell  
 

 

 

• From Lily of the Valley: Pastor Deborah Sewell wants to 

let everyone know that her cousin Betty Johnson got saved 

and dedicated her life to the Lord after Bishop Charles D. Smith 

ministered to her.  She left her church of 70 years and joined a 

church that preaches the Word!  This is her with her new Pastor 

and First Lady. 

 

Sister Sereese Davis: “We are very happy that Sister Johnson 

found a good church.” 

 

 

 
In the Photo: Sister Betty Johnson and her Pastor and First Lady. 

 

 

 



• From Lily of the Valley:  The saints of Lily of the Valley got together, decorated their 

cars and did a drive-by Graduation Celebration for Minister Lynn Knox's two 

grandchildren, Sister Shayla Estelle and Brother Kobe Knox.  We know that this was a 

hard time for the graduates of 2020, so we wanted to bless them the way Minister Knox 

and her family has blessed the saints of LOV.  

 

Sister Sereese Davis: “Congratulations Sister Shayla and Brother Kobe.” 

 

 

 

Category:  Testimony 

 

Hello Bishop Smith,  

 

My name is Kathie Thornton.  I am a living witness that Pastor Paulette Harrison, is truly a woman 

of God. She prayed for myself and the ladies on my job. There were so many things God led her 

to talk about, which proved to be true. My granddaughter had been experiencing some things I was 

not aware of, and as soon as I started to tell my daughter, she said, “Mama I already know.” My 

daughter over-heard my granddaughter talking to her dad about how she was feeling, and it really 

had her sad. Through this experience, we realized how sad she really was.  

 

Thank you, Bishop, for your GOAT (greatest, of, all, time) in Pastor Harrison.  I would first like 

to thank God for the great gift He has given her.  Pastor Harrison prayed for the ladies on my job.  

The owner of my company has a three-year-old son who could not talk; he expressed everything 

with his hand. She took her son to various doctors who couldn’t find anything wrong with him. 

Once Pastor Harrison, your woman of God prayed for him, he started to talk.  Hallelujah! There 

was dancing and tears of joy everywhere! God is truly shining through Pastor Harrison; she has 

such a great gift. I thank God always that He put her in my life so many years ago.  She is such a 

great blessing!  

 

Thank you again Bishop Smith! 

 

(Editor’s Note:  Sister Katie Thornton worked with Elder Paulette Harrison, Pastor of Prince of 

Peace in Jacksonville, Fla. many years ago at DUWM Diving Underwater Mechanic.  The events 

of this testimony happened on May 30-31, 2020.) 

 

 

Category:  Prayer Request 

 

The saints need healings and comfort.  

 

• From the Editorial Staff:  The saints below need prayer. If you have a prayer request, 

please submit it to the monthly newsletter. We will run the testimonies of saints’ answered 

prayers in the newsletter. “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much” 

(James 5:16).  

 



Elder T’Angela Rogers (Healing) 

Elder Kim Montgomery (Healing) 

Minister George McFadden (Healing) 

Minister Norma Taylor’s Mother (Healing) 

Minister Joseph Johnson (Healing) 

Brother Joshua Henderson (Healing) 

Elder Paulette Harrison (Healing) 

Minister Ricketa Hurdle (Healing) 

Brother Anthony Burrell (Complete Healing) 

Elder LaToya Smith’s Father (Complete Healing) 

Minister Chemiese Hall’s Niece (Healing)  

Minister Chemiese Hall’s Sister (Comfort) 

Sister Francesca Di Chiaro (Healing) 

Sister Alyssa (Minister Desiree Sewell Walker’s daughter) (Healing) 

Minister Danni Garcia’s Mother (Healing) 

Minister Tina Martin’s Father (Healing) 

Sister T’Shaura Gay’s Mother (Healing) 

Minister Sirita Loiseau (Healing)   

Mother Dorothy Harrison (Healing) 

Minister Lajoya Shelly (Healing) 

Elder Christiana Russell (Complete Healing) 

Jeffery Byrd (Elder Angela Jenkin’s Uncle) (Healing) 

Deaconess Lisa Gibson (Healing) 

Minister Leslie Allen (Healing) 

Mother Judy Jones (Healing) 

Minister Priya Luchmun (Healing) 

Minister India Rogers (Healing) 

Elder Paula Smith (Healing) 

Elder Deborah Sewell (Healing) 

Minister Eartha Howard (Healing) 

Elder Bonita Russell (Healing) 

Sister Barbara Cooper (Healing 

Howard and Teresa Jenkins II (Elder Paula Smith’s Sister/Brother-in-law) (Healing) 

Exhorter Travis Sewell (Healing) 

Minister Kourtney Littlejohn (Healing) 

Sister Carolyn Skipper (Evangelist Cotinna Harris’ Mother) (Healing) 

Bishop William Lee III (Healing) 

Elder Derrick Allen (Healing) 

 

Category: Upcoming Events 

 

• From the Evangelistic Team:  Below are the Evangelistic team members for the Gulf 

Coast Jurisdiction.  Please pray that the Lord will use them mightily to speak words that 

are Spirit and life and confirm His Word by miracles, wonders and signs.  If you need a 

revival at your church, please contact one of the evangelists listed below to check his or 

her availability. 



 

1.  Elder Ruth Latham  

2.  Elder Tom Calix  

3.  Minister Crystal Derico  

4.  Minister Shaundra Smith   

5.  Minister Desiree Walker 

4-5 Aug (Tue-Wed) Christ the Redeemer, Gulfport, Miss. (Elder Ruth Latham) 

6-7 Aug (Thur-Fri) Promise, Fort Walton Beach, Fla. (Elder Ruth Latham/Elder Tom 

Calix/Minister Shaundra Smith) 

(TBD) - Lily of the Valley, Thonotosassa, Fla. (Minister Desiree Walker) 

 

 

• From the Administrative Staff:  Saints please be mindful of these upcoming events.  

 

The 2020 Gulf Coast Jurisdiction Calendar 

 

Date     Event       Location 

Jun 1   CLGI Consecration Begins     N/A 

Cancelled  Elder Harrison’s Pastoral Anniversary   Jacksonville, FL  

Jun 24   CLGI Consecration Ends     N/A 

Cancelled  IYYAC/Brotherhood/General Assembly   Mobile, AL  

Jul 25-26   Elder Russell’s Pastoral Anniversary   Montgomery, AL  

Jul 31-Aug 2   First Jurisdictional Meeting     Columbus, OH  

Aug 20-23   South American Jurisdictional Meeting   Meerzorg, Suriname 

Sep 4-6  North Carolina Pre-Jurisdictional Meeting  TBD 

Sep 4-6   Elder Calix’s Pastoral Anniversary  FWB, FL  

Cancelled  GCJ CE Recreational Fellowship   TBD 

Oct 9-11   Holy of Holies Tabernacle Anniversary  Holiday, FL  

Oct 9-11   PNW Jurisdictional Meeting     Oceanside, CA  

Oct 23-25  European Jurisdictional Meeting    Rodenbach, Germany  

Oct 30   Central States Jurisdictional Meeting   Kansas City, MO 

Nov 6-8  Northeast Jurisdictional Meeting    Indian Head, MD 

Nov 20-22   Gulf Coast Jurisdictional Meeting    FWB, FL  

Dec 5-6   Elder Thompson’s Pastoral Anniversary   Gulfport, MS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

If you read this Gulf Coast Jurisdictional monthly 

newsletter and enjoy the articles, please help us 

keep it going by submitting articles and photos to 

eldrlatham@yahoo.com so we can enjoy reading 

and seeing the activities at your church.   

 

Thanks to all of you who faithfully support the 

newsletter with your monthly inputs. 

 

Very Respectively, 

The Editorial Staff 
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