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2020 GCJ Conference: “Grow in Grace and Glorify God”
FORT WALTON BEACH, FLA. –
The Gulf Coast Jurisdiction (GCJ)
held its annual conference Nov. 2022 at Promise, which is the
headquarter church for the
jurisdiction. The GC jurisdiction
includes churches in Mississippi,
Alabama and Florida.
This year, because of the
Coronavirus
pandemic,
the
conference featured a hybrid
attendance with some physically
present and other attending via
Zoom because of stay-at-home
orders in effect in many states. The saints in Fort Walton Beach and Panama City, Fla., gathered
at Promise; the saints in Montgomery, Ala., gathered at New Covenant; the saints in Gulfport,
Miss., gathered at Christ the Redeemer; the saints in Tampa, Fla., gathered at Lily of the Valley
and Carrollwood; the saints in Holiday, Fla., gathered at Holy of Holies; and the saints in
Jacksonville, Fla., attended via Zoom from their homes.
The theme was "Grow in Grace and Glorify God" (2 Peter 3:18). The message throughout
the weekend was as you grow, prepare for Jesus’ coming and glorify God in everything you do.
“Jesus promised that He will come again to get us. When Jesus comes, every person with the Holy
Ghost is going back with Him, no exception,” said Bishop Charles D. Smith, the Gulf Coast
Jurisdictional Bishop.
Over the three-day conference, preachers poured out their souls concerning growing in
God’s grace, glorifying Him, and being ready when Jesus comes. Bishop
Joseph
White,
Presiding Bishop of The Church of the Living God International, Inc., opened the conference on
Friday night as the keynote speaker. He encouraged the saints to prepare and believe in Jesus’
return. “We can’t believe that we’re going to be changed and caught up without the Holy Ghost.
The Spirit in us is going to change us and cause us to meet Jesus in the air on a cloud,” he said.
In the photo: Bishop Charles D. Smith, Gulf Coast Jurisdictional Bishop, preaching via Zoom at Promise Church in Fort Walton
Beach, Fla., and Elder Paula Smith watching during the 2020 Gulf Coast Jurisdiction Conference on Nov. 22.

Elder Ruth Latham, GCJ Public Affairs Director, taught the first seminar on Saturday
morning from her location in Montgomery, Ala., entitled, “Rebuilding the Image of the Local
Church.” She encouraged the saints to grow in grace by doing God’s will, making Christ the center
of their life and being on one accord with the rest of the body of Christ. She also gave the saints
advertising tools to help make the local church more visible in the community.
Bishop Smith taught the second seminar, encouraging the saints to know the difference
between the rapture and the second coming of Christ. He told the saints that they will not be part
of the tribulation because Jesus is coming in the rapture to get them. “The church is holding back
the tribulation. God has a time, a day and an hour, ‘but that day and hour knoweth no man,’ when
He will remove the righteous from the earth first and then the tribulation will follow,” said Bishop
Smith (Matthew 24:36 KJV).
The Saturday afternoon session was dedicated to a music workshop. Minister Tyrone
Brinkley, GCJ Minister of Music, encouraged the saints from his location in Gulfport, Miss., to
learn how to play musical instruments if they have the desire. He offered his assistance with an
online teaching session for those interested. To cut down on choir rehearsal times, he
recommended sending the various parts to choir members so they can practice their part
specifically without distraction, so when the choir comes together, they will know their parts and
be able to complete a new song in record time.
The conference continued with the keynote speaker on Saturday evening, Elder Augustus
Russell, Pastor of New Covenant in Montgomery, Ala. He encouraged the saints from his location
in Montgomery, not to be satisfied with where they are in God. “We must have a mind to continue
to grow and continue to look for Jesus’ appearing. We must take what we have and add to it so
we can go higher in the Lord,” he said.
Bishop Smith delivered the conference’s final message on Sunday morning by encouraging
the saints to continue to grow in the grace of God and not do anything that will cause them not to
be caught up when Jesus comes. “You don’t want to be a spot or wrinkle in Jesus’ glorious church.
God does everything He can to make sure we are ready to be caught up when Jesus comes back.
The only way we won’t go back is if we rebel,” he said. “We’ve got to stop letting things come
into our life that prevents Christ from being our life,” he added.
The conference ended with Bishop Smith reading the names of those who will receive
ministerial certificates, licenses and appointments. Because of the pandemic, they will be mailed
to the various churches. Bishop Smith thanked everyone for coming, being a part via Zoom, and
supporting the conference.

In the Photos: Bishop Joseph White, CLGI Presiding Bishop and Bishop Charles D. Smith, GCJ Presiding Bishop.

More photos of the 2020 GCJ Conference:

In the Photos: Saints enjoying the 2020 Gulf Coast Jurisdictional conference in various locations.
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The Bishop’s Corner
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning
Praise the Lord Saints,
“Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten
virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the
bridegroom. And five of them were wise and five were foolish.
They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with
them: But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamp.
While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. And
at midnight there was a cry made, Behold the bridegroom
cometh; go ye out to meet him. Then all those virgins arose, and
trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us
of your oil; for our lamps are gone out. And while they went to
buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with
him to the marriage: and the door was shut. Watch therefore, for
ye know neither the day or the hour wherein the Son of man
cometh. (Matthew 25:1-8, 10, 13 KJV).”
We must keep our lamps trimmed and burning. Five of these virgins in Matthew 25th
chapter were wise and five were foolish, which means that some people are going to be saved and
some are not. We need to make our calling and election sure (2 Peter 1:10) that we are ready to
go to heaven. We have to be careful about who we are connected to in this world. We must be
washed because we’re not perfect and can’t live perfectly but we can watch and be careful.
If the Holy Ghost dwells in us when Jesus comes back, we’re going to be changed from
mortal to immortality. We must obey God so that the Holy Ghost doesn’t leave us. It is very
necessary to continue to pray for washing and to keep the Holy Ghost. When we start to have a
determinate will as children of God, we need to make a decision to serve God wholeheartedly.
We should be careful when we say that God is not enough. The children of Israel
complained about manna in the wilderness because they said it wasn’t enough (Exodus 16:12
KJV). We must come to a point in our lives when Jesus is enough, and we find ourselves desiring
His appearing more than anything else. We should never be satisfied with being on the earth
because we don’t belong here; our citizenship is in heaven (Hebrews 11:16 KJV).
The question is, do we have the Holy Ghost? It is not whether we have been to church or
know the word of God. This is a serious matter, and everything else in the world is insignificant
when compared to being ready to be caught up to meet the Lord in the air on a cloud. A crown of
righteousness is laid up for us who love Jesus’ appearing (2 Timothy 4:8 KJV). If you’re not
ready, you can repent now and get ready!
God bless you,
Bishop Charles D. Smith
Gulf Coast Jurisdiction

More November stories
Category: Events
During the month of November, one church had two outreach projects.
•

From Holy of Holies Tabernacle: The Saints
of HHT came together to participate in two
outreach projects for Thanksgiving this
year— Brown Bag Blessings and Thankful,
Grateful, and Blessed.
The HHT Brotherhood department carried
out “Brown Bag Blessings,” a project in which the
brothers provided food and necessity items for men in
the community on Thanksgiving Day. We were blessed
as we blessed the people with meals, the word of God,
and fellowship. We fed men, women, children and their
pets.
The sisters at HHT implemented what they
called, “Thankful, Grateful, and Blessed,” a project to
donate purses filled with necessity items for
women. We handed the purses out throughout the
community during the week leading up to
Thanksgiving, and then came together to feed and hand
out even more purses on Thanksgiving Day. We were
happy to provide for those in the community less fortunate than ourselves.
We did not know how both projects, the brothers and sisters, would come together, but we
had a vision to provide for the community and encourage them about the goodness of the Lord
despite the circumstances. We also did not know that the fellowship would be such a blessing to
us as we were able to talk, laugh and spend time with people who otherwise would’ve been lonely
and left to find food and other resources on their own that day.
Minister Kim Mastin: “It was amazing to see how just being together in one place can bring so
much joy!”

In the Photos: HHT saints giving necessity items to men and women in the local community during Thanksgiving.

HHT Photos continue:
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Category: Prayer Request
The saints need healings and comfort.
•

From the Editorial Staff: The saints below need prayer. If you have a prayer request,
please submit it to the monthly newsletter. We will run the testimonies of saints’ answered
prayers in the newsletter. “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much”
(James 5:16).

Elder T’Angela Rogers (Healing)
Minister Norma Taylor’s Mother (Healing)
Minister Joseph Johnson (Healing)
Brother Joshua Henderson (Healing)
Elder Paulette Harrison (Healing)
Brother Anthony Burrell (Complete Healing)
Elder LaToya Smith’s Father (Complete Healing)
Minister Chemiese Hall’s Niece (Healing)
Minister Chemiese Hall’s Sister (Comfort)
Sister Francesca Di Chiaro (Healing)
Sister Alyssa (Minister Desiree Sewell Walker’s daughter) (Healing)
Minister Danni Garcia’s Mother (Healing)
Minister Tina Martin’s Father (Healing)
Sister T’Shaura Gay’s Mother (Healing)
Minister Sirita Loiseau (Healing)
Mother Dorothy Harrison (Healing)
Minister Lajoya Shelly (Healing)
Jeffery Byrd (Elder Angela Jenkin’s Uncle) (Healing)
Deaconess Lisa Gibson (Healing)
Minister Leslie Allen (Healing)
Mother Judy Jones (Healing)
Minister Priya Luchmun (Healing)

Minister India Rogers (Healing)
Elder Paula Smith (Healing)
Elder Deborah Sewell (Healing)
Minister Eartha Howard (Healing)
Elder Bonita Russell (Healing)
Sister Barbara Cooper (Healing
Exhorter Travis Sewell (Healing)
Minister Kourtney Littlejohn (Healing)
Bishop William Lee III (Healing)
Elder Carolin Taylor (Healing)
Minister Janice Spivey (Healing)
Elder Deborah Sewell’s Mother (Lois Franklin) (Healing)
Elder Deborah Sewell’s Sister (Loretta Green) (Healing)
Minister Monique Pullin’s Uncle (George Pullin) (Healing)
Minister Lynn Knox’s grandson (Elijah) (Healing)
Minister Crystal Derico (Healing)
Sister Frankie Ware (Healing)
Elder Kim Chisolm (Healing)
Brother Arthur Thompson (Complete Healing)
Elder Gary Watson, Jr. (Healing)
The Alexandra Family (Condolences)
Elder Darryl Tanner and Family (Condolences)
Minister CoTinna Harris and Family (Condolences)
Elder Treani Thompson and Family (Condolences)

Category: Testimony
The saints are grateful to God for His healing power and for the love of the saints.
Hello Everyone,
My husband and I thank all of you for your prayers. The doctors performed an MRI and
MRA which showed signs of a stroke. We are praising God it was not as bad as it could have
been. Brother Arthur still has a slight speech and balance problem, but God is working in his body
and we give him all the praise and glory for it. Brother Arthur will be discharged after his
appointment this morning with the neurologist. Please continue to pray his speech and balance
return to normal. You may send a card or words of encouragement to:
Brother Arthur Thompson
4580 Mayo Dr
Columbus, Georgia 31909
Email: rocitathompson60@gmail.com
God bless you,
Elder Rocita Thompson

Saints,
Truly God is good and a keeper of His word. He has comforted me in my tribulation and I am
now able to comfort others. My family and I want to express our deepest appreciation to all of
you, The Church of the Living God International, Inc., and many others, for your love, and acts of
kindness during the illness and bereavement of my sister and the boys' mother, Elder Kim
Montgomery. Without the love, prayers, visits, texts, and monetary support during the last five
challenging years, we could not have endured.
God bless each and every one of you,
Elder Jacqueline Terrell, Brandon, Jack, and Justin

Saints,
Our family would like to express our sincere appreciation to our CLGI Family for all of your care
and concern displayed through every call, text, email, and card. There are not enough words to
fully express our heartfelt thanks for the sympathy, prayers, monetary support, and greatest of all,
the outpouring of love you all have extended to our family during our time of loss. May God
continue to bless you all and reward you kindly.
V/R,
Elder T. Tanner

Category: Upcoming Events
•

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

From the Evangelistic Team: Below are the Evangelistic team members for the Gulf
Coast Jurisdiction. Please pray that the Lord will use them mightily to speak words that
are Spirit and life and confirm His Word by miracles, wonders and signs. If you need a
revival at your church, please contact one of the evangelists listed below to check his or
her availability.

Elder Ruth Latham
Elder Tom Calix
Minister Crystal Derico
Minister Shaundra Smith
Minister Desiree Walker

•

From the Administrative Staff: Saints please be mindful of these upcoming events.
The 2020 Gulf Coast Jurisdiction Calendar

Date
TBD

Event
Elder Thompson’s Pastoral Anniversary

Location
Gulfport, MS

If you read this Gulf Coast Jurisdictional monthly
newsletter and enjoy the articles, please help us
keep it going by submitting articles and photos to
eldruthlath@gmail.com so we can enjoy reading
and seeing the activities at your church.
Thanks to all of you who faithfully support the
newsletter with your monthly inputs.
Very Respectively,
The Editorial Staff

