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Bishop Smith encourages the GCJ Saints not to give up 

                                    

 

FORT WALTON BEACH, FLA. – “We must be like the 

lame man at the pool of Bethesda who did not give up hope 

that one day he would be healed,” said Bishop Charles D. 

Smith, Gulf Coast Jurisdictional Bishop and Pastor of 

Promise Church via Zoom on Friday night, September 25, 

2020. 

 Because of the Coronavirus pandemic, Bishop Smith 

has been teaching, via Zoom on Sunday mornings, Tuesday 

and Friday nights during these times of stay-at-home orders 

in effect in many states.   

 Bishop Smith taught from John 5, focusing on verses 

5-8 (KJV), which states: “And a certain man was there, which 

had an infirmity thirty and eight years.  When Jesus saw him 

lie, and knew that he had been now a long time in that case, he saith unto him, Wilt thou be made 

whole? The impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled, to put 

me into the pool: but while I am coming, another steppeth down before me.  Jesus saith unto him, 

Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.”  

 Bishop Smith said that in these verses Jesus wanted the man to know He could heal him 

without him having to get into the water.  The man had faith because he continued to come to the 

pool hoping that he would be healed but only by getting in the water like everyone else.  

“Sometimes the Lord will ask us a question as He did the lame man because He wants us to change 

and do things a different way.  The lame man did not answer Jesus’ question, but gave him an 

excuse as to why he was not healed. But Jesus healed him anyway.  Many times, we do not want 

to change or do what God says, but we still want Him to move for us.” 

 As closing remarks, Bishop Smith encouraged the saints to have faith in God and not to 

give up because God knows how to meet all of our needs.  God sees, He knows, He hears, and we 

must trust that He has it all in control. 
  

In the photo: Bishop Charles D. Smith, Gulf Coast Jurisdictional Bishop and Pastor of Promise, teaching with the Zoom Cloud 

Meetings App at Promise Church in Fort Walton Beach, Fla. 
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The Bishop’s Corner 
 

 

Lay down your burdens    
 

Praise the Lord Saints, 

 

 “Come unto Me all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and 

I will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me: 

for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall fine rest you’re 

your souls. For My yoke is easy, and My burden is light” 

(Matthew 11:28-30 KJV).” 

 We are equipped with two things to help us get to heaven: 

the word of God and the Holy Ghost, and we have the 

responsibility to hear the word and stay in God.  Therefore, the 

Holy Ghost needs to make room in us for the things of God; this 

requires us to lay aside the old things.  If we insist on keeping all 

of the old things, we will have a difficult time on this road to 

heaven because they will get heavier each day.  Jesus tells us to 

take His yoke because His burden is light. 

 The weight of the world system will wear us down.  Do not put the things in the world 

system before God; love not the world (I John 2:15-17 KJV).  We need the things of the world but 

we cannot let them take God’s place.  The world has nothing to do with our loving God; it is up to 

us. We can take Jesus’ yoke and burden or we can stay the same.  God will not force us to give 

Him our burdens, but He will set us free if we let Him.  The labor that Jesus is talking about is us 

making it through the earth while living holy.  Our problem is that we are still carrying burdens.  

Jesus wants to take the burdens we are carrying so He can give us the rest we read about in 

Hebrews 4:8-11 KJV, which states: “For if Jesus had given them rest, then would He not afterward 

have spoken of another day.  There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.  For he that is 

entered into His rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from His. Let us labour 

therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief.”  

 While we wait for Jesus to come back, we must have righteousness, peace and joy in the 

Holy Ghost (Romans 14:17).  What do people see most about us, is it our light or our darkness?  

We must continue to let our light shine so that people can see our good works and glorify God 

(Matthew 5:16).  Every time someone rubs us the wrong way is an opportunity for the Holy Ghost 

to work in us so that we can get the rest God promised (Hebrews 4:8-11).   

 We need to let the Lord roll away all of our burdens.  It is not unreasonable for us to be 

happy in God each day.  Sometimes we blame others for our afflictions.  We can have two minds: 

the Holy Ghost’s new mind or our old mind.  Jesus tells us that we can come to Him because He 

can fix it, and He promises to give us rest (Matthew 11:28-30).   

 

God bless you, 

 

Bishop Charles D. Smith 

Gulf Coast Jurisdiction 



More September stories 

Category: Events 

 

During the month of September, one church had a pastoral anniversary, a promotion and 

birthday celebration. 

 

• From Spirit of Christ:  The members of Spirit of Christ honored 

their shepherd, Pastor Tom Calix on September 5-6, 2020, for 32 years 

of service unto the Lord and the body of Christ.  Elder Gladys Calix 

ministered the word of God, sharing the importance of receiving and 

learning the true Word of God, as she has from her pastor and brother 

for many years. She ministered from the theme scripture 1 Timothy 

5:17-18 "Laborer of the Word, Worthy of Double Honour".  

Elder Bob Garcia testified of the experiences and relationship 

he’s had with Pastor Calix for over years, and of how great an example 

Pastor Calix for Jesus Christ in sharing the unadulterated Word of God 

unto salvation. He encouraged the Saints of the importance of having 

an honorable, wise and compassionate leader in their life. There were 

special song selections and gift presentations.  

Everyone, including the children, gave words of love and 

appreciation to Pastor and First Lady Calix on how their lives have 

been positively impacted by them. Pastor Calix was given the gift of "Health" from the Saints with 

a new Bowflex Exercise Bike. He was very excited.  
 

  

  
In the Photos:  The saints of Spirit of Christ church celebrating Elder Tom Calix’s 32nd pastoral anniversary. 



More anniversary photos: 

 

  
 

  
 

   
In the Photos:  The saints of Spirit of Christ church celebrating Elder Tom Calix’s 32nd pastoral anniversary. 
 

 



More anniversary photos: 

 

  

  

                          
In the Photos:  The saints of Spirit of Christ church celebrating Elder Tom Calix’s 32nd pastoral anniversary. 



More anniversary photos: 
 

  
In the Photos:  (L to R) Pastor Tom Calix and Elder "First Lady" Debbie Calix.... "We Love Our Spirit of Christ Family." The 

anniversary chairperson Minister Sean Francis presents Pastor Calix with the anniversary gift from the church.  

 

 

 

• From Spirit of Christ:  Please help Spirit of Christ saints congratulate Sister Emily 

Harvey on her promotion to E-5, staff sergeant. Sister Harvey is giving God the glory for 

her early promotion after serving only three years in the Air Force.  

 

Elder Debbie Calix: “We are very proud of Sister Harvey.” 

 

  
 

In the Photos: Sister Emily Harvey being promoted to Staff Sergeant in the U.S. Air Force.  

 
 
 

 

 



More promotion photos: 

 

                   
 

                In the Photos:  Sister Emily Harvey giving a testimony of her promotion to the saints at Spirit of Christ church. 

 
 

 

• From Spirit of Christ:  All the saints at Spirit of Christ 

came together to celebrate First Lady Elder Debbie Calix's 60th 

Birthday. We sang, we screamed, we clapped, and we gave God 

glory. But most of all, we showed her lots of love and appreciation 

for being the best first lady in the World. Elder Calix was 

overjoyed by the outpouring of love from the saints.  
 

                 Happy Birthday! 
 
In the Photo:  Elder Debbie Calix opening her birthday gifts. 



More birthday photos: 

 

  
 

   
 

In the Photos:  Spirit of Christ saints celebrating Elder Debbie Calix’s birthday and her opening the birthday gifts. 

 

Category:  Prayer Request 

 

The saints need healings and comfort.  

 

• From the Editorial Staff:  The saints below need prayer. If you have a prayer request, 

please submit it to the monthly newsletter. We will run the testimonies of saints’ answered 

prayers in the newsletter. “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much” 

(James 5:16).  



Elder T’Angela Rogers (Healing) 

Elder Kim Montgomery (Healing) 

Minister George McFadden (Healing) 

Minister Norma Taylor’s Mother (Healing) 

Minister Joseph Johnson (Healing) 

Brother Joshua Henderson (Healing) 

Elder Paulette Harrison (Healing) 

Minister Ricketa Hurdle (Healing) 

Brother Anthony Burrell (Complete Healing) 

Elder LaToya Smith’s Father (Complete Healing) 

Minister Chemiese Hall’s Niece (Healing)  

Minister Chemiese Hall’s Sister (Comfort) 

Sister Francesca Di Chiaro (Healing) 

Sister Alyssa (Minister Desiree Sewell Walker’s daughter) (Healing) 

Minister Danni Garcia’s Mother (Healing) 

Minister Tina Martin’s Father (Healing) 

Sister T’Shaura Gay’s Mother (Healing) 

Minister Sirita Loiseau (Healing)   

Mother Dorothy Harrison (Healing) 

Minister Lajoya Shelly (Healing) 

Elder Christiana Russell (Complete Healing) 

Jeffery Byrd (Elder Angela Jenkin’s Uncle) (Healing) 

Deaconess Lisa Gibson (Healing) 

Minister Leslie Allen (Healing) 

Mother Judy Jones (Healing) 

Minister Priya Luchmun (Healing) 

Minister India Rogers (Healing) 

Elder Paula Smith (Healing) 

Elder Deborah Sewell (Healing) 

Minister Eartha Howard (Healing) 

Elder Bonita Russell (Healing) 

Sister Barbara Cooper (Healing 

Exhorter Travis Sewell (Healing) 

Minister Kourtney Littlejohn (Healing) 

Sister Carolyn Skipper (Evangelist Cotinna Harris’ Mother) (Healing) 

Bishop William Lee III (Healing) 

Elder Derrick Allen (Healing) 

Elder Carolin Taylor (Healing) 

Minister Janice Spivey (Healing) 

Elder Deborah Sewell’s Mother (Lois Franklin) (Healing) 

Elder Deborah Sewell’s Uncle (Healing) 

Elder Deborah Sewell’s Sister (Loretta Green) (Healing) 

Minister Monique Pullin’s Uncle (George Pullin) (Healing)   

Minister Lynn Knox’s grandson (Elijah) (Healing) 

 

 



Category: Upcoming Events 

 

• From the Evangelistic Team:  Below are the Evangelistic team members for the Gulf 

Coast Jurisdiction.  Please pray that the Lord will use them mightily to speak words that 

are Spirit and life and confirm His Word by miracles, wonders and signs.  If you need a 

revival at your church, please contact one of the evangelists listed below to check his or 

her availability. 

 

1.  Elder Ruth Latham  

2.  Elder Tom Calix  

3.  Minister Crystal Derico  

4.  Minister Shaundra Smith   

5.  Minister Desiree Walker 

  

 

• From the Administrative Staff:  Saints please be mindful of these upcoming events.  

 

The 2020 Gulf Coast Jurisdiction Calendar 

 

Date     Event       Location 

Oct 9-11   Holy of Holies Tabernacle Anniversary  Holiday, FL  

Oct 9-11   PNW Jurisdictional Conference   Oceanside, CA  

Oct 23-25  European Jurisdictional Conference   Rodenbach, Germany  

Oct 30   Central States Jurisdictional Conference  Kansas City, MO 

Nov 6-8  Northeast Jurisdictional Conference   Waldorf, MD 

Nov 20-22   Gulf Coast Jurisdictional Conference  FWB, FL  

Dec 5-6   Elder Thompson’s Pastoral Anniversary   Gulfport, MS 

 

 

 

If you read this Gulf Coast Jurisdictional monthly 

newsletter and enjoy the articles, please help us 

keep it going by submitting articles and photos to 

eldrlatham@yahoo.com so we can enjoy reading 

and seeing the activities at your church.   

 

Thanks to all of you who faithfully support the 

newsletter with your monthly inputs. 

 

Very Respectively, 

The Editorial Staff 

mailto:eldrlatham@yahoo.com

