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Bishop Charles D. Smith celebrates his 70th birthday
FORT WALTON BEACH, FLA. –Bishop Charles D.
Smith, Pastor of Promise Church, and Bishop of the
Gulf Coast Jurisdiction, celebrated his 70th birthday
with his family at Sealand Restaurant in Ft. Walton
Beach, FL., Feb. 11.
Bishop Smith was joined by his wife, Elder
Paula Smith, his sister, Elder Donna Reed, his
daughter, Minister Shaundra Smith, his grandson,
Junior Deacon Paul Cadogan, and his son, Brother
Antwyon Smith who flew in from Tucson, AZ. The
family was provided a secluded space in the
restaurant where they could safely enjoy the
celebration while observing social distancing.
“I really appreciate all the gifts, phone calls,
cards, texts, video calls and love from my family and
the saints. This has been one of my best birthdays and
I praise God for keeping me another year and for your continued prayers,” said Bishop Smith.

In the Photos: Bishop Charles D. Smith and his family celebrating his birthday in Fort Walton Beach, Fla., Feb. 11, 2021.

The Bishop’s Corner
How Shall We Escape?
Praise the Lord Saints,
“So we must listen very carefully to the truth we have heard, or we
may drift away from it. For the message God delivered through angels has
always stood firm, and every violation of the law and every act of
disobedience was punished. So what makes us think we can escape if we
ignore this great salvation that was first announced by the Lord Jesus
Himself and then delivered to us by those who heard Him speak? And God
confirmed the message by giving signs and wonders and various miracles
and gifts of the Holy Spirit whenever He chose.” (Hebrews 2:1-4 NLT).
We need to put some thought into what we have heard about Christ
because the word of God is true; therefore, we need to think about God
during the day. How shall we escape if we ignore this great salvation? The
things we need to escape are sin, death, this mortal body, and life on earth
because these things have us bound. Sin is like gravity; it never stops
pulling on us.
Salvation occurs when someone or something that was lost is
saved or redeemed. We can’t talk about salvation without talking about
leaving the earth. How are we going to escape without God’s Son?
Salvation and deliverance are not the same thing, but salvation can come from deliverance. Just because we’re
delivered doesn’t mean that we’re saved; but we’ve got to let our deliverance lead us to salvation. God has delivered
us from a lot of things; therefore, we should never wonder whether or not we want to be in God. Sometimes we forget
our salvation and let things slip. We must remember that there’s only one God we can be in, and only one Jesus and,
one Holy Ghost. We must love the salvation that God gives us because it is the only one. There’s only one word of
God; it may be translated in different ways, but only one word of God.
“What we do see is Jesus, who for a little while was given a position ‘a little lower than the angels’; and
because He suffered death for us, He is now ‘crowned with glory and honor.’ Yes, by God’s grace, Jesus tasted death
for everyone. God, for whom and through whom everything was made, chose to bring many children into glory. And
it was only right that he should make Jesus, through His suffering, a perfect leader, fit to bring them into their
salvation,” (Hebrews 2:9-10 NLT).
All of our blessings are to bring us to this great salvation—immortality. We need to really think about this
great salvation and read the word of God so we can find encouragement when we’re discouraged. The Holy Ghost is
always going to speak the word of God to us when we can’t see our way. We shouldn’t worry because God is the
only one who knows what’s going to happen next; therefore, we need to consult God each day so we don’t let the
word of God slip by worrying and becoming discouraged.
We should seek to do the will of God. The Jews had an issue with Jesus because He is the Son of God and
He is better than the angels. “The Son is far greater than the angels, just as the name God gave Him is greater that
their names,” (Hebrews 1:4 NLT).
With God we escape all of the things of the world. How’re we going to Heaven if we neglect this great
salvation? Jesus is the Son of God and there’s power in His name to bring us out of any situation and take us all the
way to heaven.
God bless you,
Bishop Charles D. Smith
Gulf Coast Jurisdiction

More February stories
Category: Events
One church started a weekly bible study, another had a women’s fellowship, and the last church
had birthday celebrations.
•

From Prince of Peace: Prince of Peace now hosts a bible study at Pastor Paulette Harrison’s home
on Thursday from 11:00 am to noon each week. The church has gained two new members through
this new extension of our ministry, Sister Nerrissa Adair and Sister Keonnia Summers, who have
been faithful.
“These classes have given me better in-depth knowledge of God’s word, which is leading
me to experience spiritual growth to my path and purpose,” Sister Adair said.
Sister Summers also enjoys the bible studies saying that, “For the past three months, I have
attended the bible study every Thursday. Sister Summers said that the bible study is only for one
hour but Pastor Harrison stays after the bible study and answers any questions they have. Sister
Summers went on to testify that thus far she has been healed from past traumas, received the gift
of tongues and revelation in the word. “I can’t believe how I have grown in my wisdom and
understanding of God’s love, plan, and purpose for me,” Sister Summers said. Through attending
the bible study, Sister Summers can’t wait to have more personal time with God as Pastor Harrison
encourages her to grow and have a personal relationship with God. “My biggest take away from
the bible study is what a true fast is. I have grown in understanding about fasting,” Sister Summers
said.

Pastor Paulette Harrison: “I praise God of the bible study and using me to teach His word.”

•

From Holy of Holies Tabernacle: The
women of HHT celebrated each other at
the Women of Dignity conference this
month. We were delighted to fellowship
with our sisters of Carrollwood Bible
Study Center and other special guests. It
was a day of worship, encouragement and
fellowship that was much needed during
these times.
Elder Marcel Williams gave a seminar
titled, “We are Conquerors.” In it she encouraged
us that we need to have the Holy Spirit to carry us
through our challenges. She said through the Holy
Spirit we can let go of our flesh and operate on a
higher plane in order to be free and walk-in higher
places. “Ye are of God, little children, and have
overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.” (1 John 4:4 KJV)
The women shared testimonies of what they have overcome during the “We are
Overcomers” session. Their powerful stories of fighting cancer, abuse, mental health issues, and
other circumstances were very encouraging. It was apparent that they were overcomers through

Christ and their relationship with Him. “For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and
this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith,” (1 John 5:4 KJV).
We are Warriors - We shared with each other what we do to prepare for battle. We pray,
we fast, we read our Bibles, we journal, we encourage each other and we put on the whole armor
of God! Kennita Williams aka “Coach Kay” reminded us that we must know the mission and
show up with clarity, focus, determination, courage and consistency.
“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the
whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil” (Ephesians 6:1011 KJV).
Minister Kim Mastin: “We are refreshed, rejuvenated, and ready! Praise God from whom all
blessings flow!”

In the Photos: Ladies enjoying fellowship and the “Women of Dignety” conference held at Holy of Holies Church on Feb. 20.

More photos of the women’s conference:
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•

From Spirit of Christ: Spirit of Christ celebrated two
birthdays in the month of February. Please wish a happy
birthday to Deacon Jeff Negley and Minister of Music
Stephen Calix.

Elder Debbie Calix: “We had a great time.”

In the Photos: Minister Stephen Calix and Deacon Jeff Negley enjoying their birthday celebration at Spirit of Christ Church.

Category: Testimony
The saints are grateful to God for prayer and the blessings of the Lord.
God Is My Advantage
I give God the glory because He gave me a job, and it was exactly what I needed. In light
of my situation (recent grad degree recipient, working for pennies), as of late, I had really been
seeking God about turning my situation around. While I possess certain talents and have academic
experience, I am frankly not marketable where corporate America is concerned, so I needed the
kind of opening that only God could give me because I don’t look like much on paper (my resume).
I needed a miracle.
About a month ago, I just flat outright asked God for a sign. That very day when I got up
from prayer, I had an email from the woman who had been my supervisor where I was an intern
for a company called Envision. She was writing to tell me the latest she had learned about the
writer’s position that she at first told me about last year. The position had finally been approved
but would not open for hiring until the third quarter. I thanked her for the information and went

about my day. About an hour later, I received a text message that said something about a proposal
writing opportunity and highly substantial starting pay. Because the text message didn’t show a
name, I thought the message was spam, so I ignored it. Another two hours or so later, I received
another message from this same source but this time, I recognized the manner of speaking and
realized that the message was from a colleague of mine. He reiterated his previous message and
asked if I wanted him to pass along my information to put me in contact with Mr. Gonzalez, the
man who was looking to hire proposal writers. God had given me a sign.
After Mr. Gonzalez and I were slated to meet via Microsoft Team, I told my parents and a
couple of others very dear to me about this job opportunity and all agreed to fast with me. What
had been scheduled to be a 30-minute informative chat about the position and the company turned
into a full-blown interview that lasted more than an hour.
I learned during that interview that Mr. Gonzalez, like me, is a University of West Florida
alumnus, and he wants to “give back” to UWF. He went on to tell me the story about his getting
his first big job after grad school. After being hired, he asked his employers why he, who had
virtually no experience, had outshined the other candidates. Their response was that he was hired
because he had been the only applicant whose emails and resume did not have any typos—Mr.
Gonzalez understood what it was like to just need a chance. After letting him do most of the talking,
I was told by Mr. Gonzalez that I seemed to be a good fit for what he wanted for his writing team
and that he wanted me to meet with his senior writers for a second interview. I knew within my
heart of hearts that I had said nothing overly impressive to Mr. Gonzalez, yet he was impressed by
me enough to send me forward to a second interview. I knew God had been my advantage.
After that second interview with the senior proposal writers, I had no clear indication of
how it went. All I could do now is wait. I prayed and fasted for another week without hearing
anything. So, then I decided I had to do what Gideon did, ask the Lord for yet another sign. That
very day when I got up from prayer, I had an email from Mr. Gonzalez. He said that he and his
senior writers were very impressed with me and that because they wanted me to be a part of the
team, they were creating a position for me. In both interviews, I had been enthusiastic, but
unembellished—it was no secret I lacked professional experience. But God is good. Even in this
created position of Proposal Editor, I will be paid the same as I would have been paid for the
Proposal Writer position. By having this position, I will get the chance to progress to the writer
position and beyond. Furthermore, they are willing to work with my timeframe so that I can finish
out teaching this semester.
When I laid out my request before God as to what I needed in a job, one of my requests
was that I would have an employer that would not only be willing to work with the skills I have
but that would also provide me the tools and opportunity to grow. I also needed benefits. I wanted
a career. God worked EVERYTHING out; the job He gave me is everything I asked for. At some
point during this experience, I held my resume up to God and asked Him for the job at KBR
because, after all, God gave Mr. Gonzalez—my would-be boss—his job at KBR. The Lord holds
the king’s heart in His hand, and He turns it whichever way He wants. And so, the heavenly Father,
not regarding what I look like on paper, created a job just for me; He made room for me.
I learned what Abraham realized when it was clear that he could put no confidence in his
own body at 100 years old believing God for a son: God is our advantage.
Minister Shaundra D. Smith

Category: Prayer Request
The saints need healings and comfort.
•

From the Editorial Staff: The saints below need prayer. If you have a prayer request,
please submit it to the monthly newsletter. We will run the testimonies of saints’ answered
prayers in the newsletter. “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much”
(James 5:16).

Elder T’Angela Rogers (Healing)
Minister Norma Taylor’s Mother (Healing)
Minister Joseph Johnson (Healing)
Brother Joshua Henderson (Healing)
Elder Paulette Harrison (Healing)
Brother Anthony Burrell (Complete Healing)
Elder LaToya Smith’s Father (Complete Healing)
Minister Chemiese Hall’s Niece (Healing)
Minister Chemiese Hall’s Sister (Comfort)
Sister Francesca Di Chiaro (Healing)
Sister Alyssa (Minister Desiree Sewell Walker’s daughter) (Healing)
Minister Danni Garcia’s Mother (Healing)
Minister Tina Martin’s Father (Healing)
Sister T’Shaura Gay’s Mother (Healing)
Minister Sirita Loiseau (Healing)
Mother Dorothy Harrison (Healing)
Minister Lajoya Shelly (Healing)
Jeffery Byrd (Elder Angela Jenkin’s Uncle) (Healing)
Deaconess Lisa Gibson (Healing)
Minister Leslie Allen (Healing)
Mother Judy Jones (Healing)
Minister Priya Luchmun (Healing)
Minister India Rogers (Healing)
Elder Paula Smith (Healing)
Elder Deborah Sewell (Healing)
Minister Eartha Howard (Healing)
Elder Bonita Russell (Healing)
Sister Barbara Cooper (Healing
Exhorter Travis Sewell (Healing)
Minister Kourtney Littlejohn (Healing)
Bishop William Lee III (Healing)
Elder Carolin Taylor (Healing)
Minister Janice Spivey (Healing)
Elder Deborah Sewell’s Mother (Lois Franklin) (Healing)
Elder Deborah Sewell’s Sister (Loretta Green) (Healing)
Minister Monique Pullin’s Uncle (George Pullin) (Healing)
Minister Lynn Knox’s grandson (Elijah) (Healing)
Minister Crystal Derico (Healing)

Sister Frankie Ware (Healing)
Elder Kim Chisolm (Healing)
Brother Arthur Thompson (Complete Healing)
Elder Gary Watson, Jr. (Healing)
Elder Jacqueline Terrell (Healing)
Pastor Luther McCaskill’s Uncle (Rickey Golden) (Healing)
Pastor Luther McCaskill’s Mother (Janice McCaskill) (Healing)
Minister Janice Spivey’s Father (Brother Leon Motley) (Healing)
Minister Keta McCaskill’s Mother (Louise Knox) (Healing)
Sister Eleanor Rogers’ Mother (Ms. Rosa Welcome) (Healing)
Minister Kennita Williams and Family (Condolence)

Category: Upcoming Events
•

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

From the Evangelistic Team: Below are the Evangelistic team members for the Gulf
Coast Jurisdiction. Please pray that the Lord will use them mightily to speak words that
are Spirit and life and confirm His Word by miracles, wonders and signs. If you need a
revival at your church, please contact one of the evangelists listed below to check his or
her availability.

Elder Ruth Latham
Elder Tom Calix
Minister Crystal Derico
Minister Shaundra Smith
Minister Desiree Walker

•

From the Administrative Staff: Saints please be mindful of these upcoming events.
The 2021 Gulf Coast Jurisdiction Calendar

Date
Jan 4
Jan 16
Jan 22-24
Jan 27
Feb 6-7
Feb 13-14
Mar 18-21
Apr 9-11
Apr 9-11
May 1-2
Jun 1
Jun 5-6

Event
CLGI Consecration Begins
GCJ Youth & Young Adult Conference
Southeast Jurisdictional Conference
CLGI Consecration Ends
Bishop Smith Anniversary & B-Day
Southwest Jurisdictional Conference
Bishop White’s Anniversary
GCJ Elect Ladies/Brotherhood Conf.
Northeast Jurisdictional Conference
Elder Sewell/Sewell Pastoral Anniversary
CLGI Consecration Begins
Elder Harrison Pastoral Anniversary

Location
N/A
Gulfport, MS
Augusta, GA
N/A
FWB, FL
San Antonio, TX
Columbus, OH
FWB, FL
Waldorf, MD
Thonotosassa, FL
N/A
Jacksonville, FL

Jun 23
CANCELLED
Jul 24-25
Aug 6-8
Aug 19-22
Sep 4-5
Sep 17-19
TBD
Oct 9-10
Oct 8-10
Oct 22-24
Oct 29-31
Nov 19-21
Dec 4-5

CLGI Consecration Ends
IYYAC/Brotherhood/General Assembly
Elder Russell Pastoral Anniversary
First Jurisdictional Conference
South American Jurisdictional Conference
Elder Calix Pastoral Anniversary
International Missions Conference
GCJ CE Recreational Fellowship
Holy of Holies Tabernacle Anniversary
PNW Jurisdictional Conference
European Jurisdictional Conference
Central States Jurisdictional Conference
Gulf Coast Jurisdictional Conference
Elder Thompson Pastoral Anniversary

If you read this Gulf Coast Jurisdictional monthly
newsletter and enjoy the articles, please help us
keep it going by submitting articles and photos to
eldruthlath@gmail.com so we can enjoy reading
and seeing the activities at your church.
Thanks to all of you who faithfully support the
newsletter with your monthly inputs.
Very Respectively,
The Editorial Staff

N/A
Mobile, AL
Montgomery, AL
Columbus, OH
Paramaribo, Suriname
FWB, FL
Columbus, OH
TBD
Holiday, FL
Honolulu, HI
Rodenbach, Germany
Kansas City, MO
FWB, FL
Gulfport, MS

