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Bishop Smith Taught the GCJ Saints about God’s Chastening  

 

FORT WALTON BEACH, FLA. – “The greatest 

measure of grace we get from God is His 

chastening,” said Bishop Charles D. Smith, Gulf 

Coast Jurisdictional Bishop and Pastor of Promise 

Church, via Zoom Friday night, May 14, 2021.  

Because of the Coronavirus pandemic, 

Bishop Smith has been teaching, via Zoom on 

Sunday mornings, Tuesday and Friday nights 

during these times of stay-at-home orders in effect 

in many states.   

Bishop Smith taught from the book of 

Hebrews. “And ye have forgotten the exhortation 

which speaketh unto you as unto children, my son, 

despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of Him:  For whom 

the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth (Hebrews 12:5-6 

KJV).” 

 “No matter what happens, don’t stop trusting God because the things of God are always 

good,” said Bishop Smith. He referenced Hebrews 10:35-36, which says, “Cast not away therefore 

your confidence, which hath great recompense of reward.  For ye have need of patience, that after 

ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise.”  

Bishop Smith encouraged the saints to have faith in God throughout the chastening because 

He will keep and sustain them; He will never leave us nor forsake us. “Let your conversation be 

without covetousness: and be content with such things as ye have for He hath said, I will never 

leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13: 5 KJV). 

Bishop Smith gave examples of those in Hebrews 11:32 who had faith in God who chose 

them to do a work for Him. “God chose Gideon because his heart was right. You want to be with 

the people who are hearing from God. Solomon died a sinner, but Samson died doing the will of 

God.  David loved God and knew how to repent.” 

In conclusion Bishop Smith said, “Turn to God and make up your mind that you’re not 

going back into sin.  The just shall live by faith (Hebrews 10:37 KJV). We must redeem the time 

now.” 
 

      In the Photos:  Bishop Charles D. Smith teaching at Promise Church in Fort Walton Beach, Fla., May 14, 2021. 
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The Bishop’s Corner 
 

God is The Faithful God   
 
Praise the Lord Saints, 

 

 “Know therefore that the Lord thy God, He is God, the 

faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love 

Him and keep His commandments to a thousand generations” 

(Deuteronomy 7:9 KJV). “God is faithful by whom ye were called 

unto the fellowship of His Son Jesus Christ our Lord” (I Cor 1:9 

KJV).  

 

 “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence 

of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1 KJV). Have faith in God and trust 

in the faith of God.  God moves even for those people who don’t have 

faith because He is faithful and will keep his promises.  Sara believed 

in the faithfulness of God who promised her she would have a son. 

“Through faith, Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and 

was delivered of a child when she was past age, because she judged 

Him faithful who had promised” (Hebrews 11:11 KJV). 

 

 God is a faithful creator because He keeps us living and the world operating by upholding all things 

by the word of His power. “Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping 

of their souls to Him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator” (I Peter 4:19 KJV). “Who being in the 

brightness of His glory, and the expressed image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His 

power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high” 

(Hebrews 1:3 KJV). 

 

 The faithfulness of God is seen in His forgiveness, the promise of Jesus’ return, and that He’s going 

to change our vile bodies to be like His glorious body.  “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 

forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (I John 1:9 KJV). “And I go and prepare a 

place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself: that where I am, there ye may be also” (John 

14:3). “Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious body, according to 

the working whereby He is able even to subdue all things unto Himself” (Philippians 3:21 KJV). 

 

 We also need God to forgive our debt to Him that we cannot pay.  Therefore, we need to forgive 

those who are in debt to us. If we want to go free and allow God to heal our broken heart, we need to forgive 

the debt that people owe us. We must God to “forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors” (Matthew 

6:12 KJV). 

 

 God is faithful and we have to go along with Him in order to be saved, because He is not going to 

make us be saved. There’re no loop holes in God because the Holy Spirit searches our hearts and he knows 

those who belong to God. “The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God” 

(Romans 8:16 KJV). 

  

God bless you, 

 

Bishop Charles D. Smith 

Gulf Coast Jurisdiction 



More May stories 

 

Category: Events 

 

One church celebrated a pastoral appreciation, two churches had Mother’s Day celebrations, 

one church had a women’s conference and another church had two youth outings. 

 

• From Lily of the Valley:  On May 

1st and 2nd, we celebrated Pastor Tony 

and Deborah Sewell's 34th Pastoral 

Anniversary.  We had a great time in 

the Lord.  It felt more like a revival than 

an appreciation because people were 

getting healed and blessed.  Saturday 

night, Bishop Charles D. Smith, Gulf 

Coast Jurisdictional Bishop and Pastor 

of Promise Church brought the word, 

teaching the importance of having 

Heaven as your goal and preaching 

more about Heaven.  And on Sunday 

Minister John Williams preached the 

Kingdom of Heaven and how there is 

no sickness there and that same power from heaven comes down and heals us, when we 

believe and remember the Word of God.  

We witnessed a few 

healings.  Brother Wayne Walker got a 

healing in his ankle, where he previously 

had surgery.  Sister Chantha Mastin had 

pain in her feet, and she was 

healed.  Sister M'Khayla Dutton had a 

bulging disc in her back and was 

healed.  Mother Pittman had pain in her 

knees and was healed.  Brother Derek 

Dutton was healed of Lactose 

Intolerance.  And Sister Alyssa 

Richardson has severe Scoliosis and 

needs surgery.  But while Minister 

Williams was praying for her, the bones in her back moved.  Her x-rays now show 

improvement.  So, we are continuing to pray for a full healing now that we have seen that God has 

already begun to move the bones her back.   

Pastor Deborah Sewell said, "I want this anniversary to be a blessing for the people because 

there are so many needs, and the devil has been busy during this Pandemic.  I was blessed that 

God met the needs of the people and kept everyone safe during this gathering.  We were all so 

blessed."   

Sister Sereese Davis: “We had a wonderful time in the Lord.” 
 

In the Photos: Bishop Charles D. Smith, Gulf Coast Jurisdictional Bishop and saints enjoying the Sewell’s anniversary celebration. 



Sewell’s anniversary photos continue: 
 

 
 

     
 

               
In the Photos:  Saints enjoying the Sewell’s pastoral anniversary at Lily of the Valley Church on May 1-2, 2021. 



• From Holy of Holies Tabernacle:  HHT had a wonderful 

Mother’s Day Service.  We all felt truly honored.  Children 

and loved ones shared so many kind and heartfelt words of 

love towards the mothers.  We were encouraged by Pastor 

Mastin from Psalm 31:10-25.  He reminded us that a virtuous 

woman’s worth cannot be measured.  We are wise, God 

fearing, cherished, and deserve our reward. The brotherhood 

and youth really rewarded us by surprising the mothers with 

a fully prepared meal, including decadent homemade 

desserts.  They served us and made us feel so special and 

honored.                          

 

Minister Kim Mastin: “The day was full and all were blessed.” 

 
In the Photos: Saints enjoying the Mother’s Day celebration at Holy of Holies 

Tabernacle. 

 

   
 

     



HHT Mother’s Day Photos continue: 

 

   
 

   
In the Photos: Saints enjoying the Mother’s Day celebration sponsored by Holy of Holies Tabernacle. 

 

 

• From Holy of Holies Tabernacle: “Finally, 

my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the 

power of His might (Ephesians 6:10 KJV).” HHT 

hosted our second Women of Dignity Conference 

this month.  We have been coming together with 

women in the community, family and friends to 

encourage each other to stay strong.  We've been 

learning that through it all we are conquerors, 

overcomers and warriors.  We have gone through 

a lot, but God has brought us through. We were 

encouraged, inspired and uplifted by dynamic 



speakers and others' testimonies.  It was a packed day of speaking and events to give us 

tools to keep going and recognize what we have in us through God to make it. 

 

Minister Kim Mastin: “God came in and blessed us one more time.” 

 

   
 

   
 

   
In the Photos:  Attendees enjoying the Women of Dignity Conference sponsored by Holy of Holies Tabernacle. 



 

• From Spirit 

of Christ: In honor 

of Mother's Day the 

mothers at Spirit of 

Christ were presented 

with roses, balloons 

and homemade gifts. 

We all felt so special. 

Proverbs 31:28 says, 

"Her children arise 

and call her blessed"   

 

Elder Debbie Calix: 

“We had a great time 

in the Lord.” 

 
                   In the Photos:  Saints enjoying the Mother’s Day celebration at Spirit of Christ Church. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



• From Spirit of Christ: The Spirit of 

Christ Youth department stayed busy 

this month. They started with an outing 

to the Circus, where they enjoyed cotton 

candy, popcorn and slushies. The 

children were thrilled by the clowns, 

aerialists, lions and elephants. Little 

Sister Maxine said, "I even got to ride an 

elephant and he was sooo big.”          

 

Elder Debbie Calix: “The youth had a 

day filled with laughter and fun. 

 

     
 

 
 
In the Photos:  Spirit of Christ youth enjoying the circus in Fort Walton Beach, Fla. 



• From Spirit of Christ: Minister Stephen Calix and Minister Sean Francis took the Youth 

to Surge Adventure Trampoline Park for their Spring Break fun time. The children 

excitedly jumped, 

flipped and dove into 

the bins of foam blocks. 

Brother Jay surprised 

everyone with his skills 

on the Trampoline. His 

dad, Minister Calix 

said, "I was in awe at 

the lack of fear he and 

all the kids had. Even 

our littlest Shelldon got 

to be the cutest jumping 

bean there.  

 

 

 

Elder Debbie Calix: “I am happy that the youth were able to fellowship and have fun together.” 

  
 

   
In the Photos: Spirit of Christ youth enjoying the Surge Adventure Trampoline Park in Fort Walton Beach, Fla. 
 



• From Spirit of Christ: Spirit of Christ would like to congratulate Brother Dante Morris 

on his Air Force promotion to Senior Airman.  

 

Elder Debbie Calix: “We’re so proud of Brother Morris.” 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Category:  Testimony 

 

The saints are grateful to God for prayer and the blessings of the Lord. 

 

Thank You. 

 

Our family wishes to convey our sincere appreciation for your prayers, texts, telephone calls, 

monetary gifts, and all expressions of love and support during our time of bereavement.  We are 

blessed to have family and friends like you and are thankful for all that you have done.  It will 

always be remembered. 

 

Pastor Ella Rudd and Family 

 

 

Praise the Lord Saints   

  

Thank you so very much for your prayers. My sister Beatrice is home and is doing very well.  On 

May 30, she was put on a ventilator after her heart stop.  After four days in ICU, she was sitting 

up in bed and breathing on her own. She stayed in the hospital for an additional four days and was 

discharged to go to rehab for a short time, and now she’s home.    

  

Our God is a miracle worker!  

  

Elder Gloria Richardson   

Indianhead Worship Center   

 

 



Category:  Prayer Request 

The saints need healings and comfort.  

 

• From the Editorial Staff:  The saints below need prayer. If you have a prayer request, 

please submit it to the monthly newsletter. We will run the testimonies of saints’ answered 

prayers in the newsletter. “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much” 

(James 5:16 KJV).  

 

Elder T’Angela Rogers (Healing) 

Minister Norma Taylor’s Mother (Healing) 

Minister Joseph Johnson (Healing) 

Brother Joshua Henderson (Healing) 

Elder Paulette Harrison (Healing) 

Brother Anthony Burrell (Complete Healing) 

Elder LaToya Smith’s Father (Complete Healing) 

Minister Chemiese Hall’s Niece (Healing)  

Minister Chemiese Hall’s Sister (Comfort) 

Sister Francesca Di Chiaro (Healing) 

Sister Alyssa (Minister Desiree Sewell Walker’s daughter) (Healing) 

Minister Danni Garcia’s Mother (Healing) 

Minister Tina Martin’s Father (Healing) 

Sister T’Shaura Gay’s Mother (Healing) 

Minister Sirita Loiseau (Healing)   

Mother Dorothy Harrison (Healing) 

Minister Lajoya Shelly (Healing) 

Jeffery Byrd (Elder Angela Jenkin’s Uncle) (Healing) 

Deaconess Lisa Gibson (Healing) 

Minister Leslie Allen (Healing) 

Mother Judy Jones (Healing) 

Minister Priya Luchmun (Healing) 

Minister India Rogers (Healing) 

Elder Paula Smith (Healing) 

Elder Deborah Sewell (Healing) 

Minister Eartha Howard (Healing) 

Elder Bonita Russell (Healing) 

Sister Barbara Cooper (Healing 

Exhorter Travis Sewell (Healing) 

Minister Kourtney Littlejohn (Healing) 

Bishop William Lee III (Healing) 

Elder Carolin Taylor (Healing) 

Minister Janice Spivey (Healing) 

Elder Deborah Sewell’s Mother (Lois Franklin) (Healing) 

Elder Deborah Sewell’s Sister (Loretta Green) (Healing) 

Minister Monique Pullin’s Uncle (George Pullin) (Healing)   

Minister Lynn Knox’s grandson (Elijah) (Healing) 

Minister Crystal Derico (Healing) 



Sister Frankie Ware (Healing) 

Elder Kim Chisolm (Healing) 

Brother Arthur Thompson (Complete Healing) 

Elder Gary Watson, Jr. (Healing) 

Elder Jacqueline Terrell (Healing) 

Pastor Luther McCaskill’s Uncle (Rickey Golden) (Healing) 

Pastor Luther McCaskill’s Mother (Janice McCaskill) (Healing) 

Minister Janice Spivey’s Father (Brother Leon Motley) (Healing) 

Minister Keta McCaskill’s Mother (Louise Knox) (Healing) 

Sister Eleanor Rogers’ Mother (Ms. Rosa Welcome) (Healing) 

Elder T’Angela Rogers’ Mother (Healing) 

Minister Kourtney Littlejohn’s Sister (Veronika) (Healing) 

Rudd and Aondona Family (Condolence) 

 

 

Category: Upcoming Events 

 

• From the Evangelistic Team:  Below are the Evangelistic team members for the Gulf 

Coast Jurisdiction.  Please pray that the Lord will use them mightily to speak words that 

are Spirit and life and confirm His Word by miracles, wonders and signs.  If you need a 

revival at your church, please contact one of the evangelists listed below to check his or 

her availability. 

 

1.  Elder Ruth Latham  

2.  Elder Tom Calix  

3.  Minister Crystal Derico  

4.  Minister Shaundra Smith   

5.  Minister Desiree Walker 

 

• From the Administrative Staff:  Saints please be mindful of these upcoming events. 

 

The 2021 Gulf Coast Jurisdiction Calendar 

 

Date     Event       Location 

 

Jan 4   CLGI Consecration Begins     N/A 

Jan 16   GCJ Youth & Young Adult Conference   Gulfport, MS 

Jan 22-24   Southeast Jurisdictional Conference   Augusta, GA  

Jan 27   CLGI Consecration Ends     N/A 

CANCELLED Bishop Smith Anniversary & B-Day  FWB, FL  

Feb 13-14  Southwest Jurisdictional Conference   San Antonio, TX  

Mar 18-21   Bishop White’s Anniversary     Columbus, OH  

CANCELLED GCJ Elect Ladies/Brotherhood Conf.   FWB, FL 

Apr 9-11  Northeast Jurisdictional Conference   Waldorf, MD 

May 1-2  Elder Sewell/Sewell Pastoral Anniversary  Thonotosassa, FL  

Jun 1   CLGI Consecration Begins     N/A 



CANCELLED Elder Harrison Pastoral Anniversary   Jacksonville, FL  

Jun 23    CLGI Consecration Ends     N/A 

CANCELLED IYYAC/Brotherhood/General Assembly   Mobile, AL  

Jul 24-25   Elder Russell Pastoral Anniversary   Montgomery, AL  

Aug 6-8  First Jurisdictional Conference   Columbus, OH  

Aug 19-22   South American Jurisdictional Conference  Paramaribo, Suriname  

Sep 4-5  Elder Calix Pastoral Anniversary   FWB, FL  

Sep 17-19  International Missions Conference   Augusta, GA 

TBD   GCJ CE Recreational Fellowship    TBD  

Oct 9-10   Holy of Holies Tabernacle Anniversary  Holiday, FL  

Oct 8-10   PNW Jurisdictional Conference   Honolulu, HI 

Oct 22-24  European Jurisdictional Conference   Rodenbach, Germany  

Oct 29-31  Central States Jurisdictional Conference  Kansas City, MO 

Nov 19-21   Gulf Coast Jurisdictional Conference  FWB, FL  

Dec 4-5   Elder Thompson Pastoral Anniversary   Gulfport, MS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

If you read this Gulf Coast Jurisdictional monthly 

newsletter and enjoy the articles, please help us 

keep it going by submitting articles and photos to 

eldruthlath@gmail.com so we can enjoy reading 

and seeing the activities at your church.   

 

Thanks to all of you who faithfully support the 

newsletter with your monthly inputs. 

 

Very Respectively, 

The Editorial Staff 

mailto:eldruthlath@gmail.com

