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Bishop Smith Told the GCJ Saints to Build God’s House
FORT WALTON BEACH, FLA. – “The house of
God is not a building; when we talk about building
the house of God, we’re talking about getting people
saved,” said Bishop Charles D. Smith, Gulf Coast
Jurisdictional Bishop and Pastor of Promise Church,
via Zoom Sunday morning, August 8, 2021.
Because of the Coronavirus pandemic,
Bishop Smith has been teaching, via Zoom on Sunday
mornings, Tuesday and Friday nights during these
times of stay-at-home orders in effect in many states.
Bishop Smith taught from Haggai chapter 1,
focusing on verses 3-5 which state: “Then came the
word of the Lord by Haggai, the prophet, saying, ‘Is
it time for you, O ye, to dwell in your ceiled houses,
and this house lie waste? Now therefore thus saith the
Lord of host, ‘Consider your ways’ (Haggai 1:3-5 KJV).”
Bishop Smith said, “We can’t get so busy in the earth that we stop doing what God wants
us to do. We want to get the saints back into the sanctuary and get new people saved. God wants
our work in Him to continue until Jesus comes back. We want to preach so people believe that
they need God not because of their fear, but because of their faith.”
“Haggai tells the people they are coming up short because their priorities are mixed up and
they have put God on the back burner. The whole point of the ministry is the people—not money
or substance. Although God promised in Haggai 2:7-9 that He would supply those things, the
ministry is about getting people saved,” said Bishop Smith.
“And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill this
house with glory, saith the Lord of hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lord
of hosts. The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith the Lord of hosts:
and in this place will I give peace, saith the Lord of hosts (Haggai 2:7-9 KJV).”
In conclusion, Bishop Smith encouraged the saints to build the house of God by getting
people saved. “When we do what the Lord has called us to do—preach the gospel—God will make
this church ‘like a signet ring (Haggai 2:23 KJV)’ to be recognized by others as a work chosen by
God,” said Bishop Smith.
In the Photos: Bishop Charles D. Smith teaching at Promise Church in Fort Walton Beach, Fla.

The Bishop’s Corner
Feed the Flock of God
Praise the Lord Saints,
“The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder,
and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that
shall be revealed: feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the
oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of
a ready mind; neither as being lords over God’s heritage, but being
ensamples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall
receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away. Likewise, ye younger, submit
yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be
clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the
humble. Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that
He may exalt you in due time: casting all your care upon Him; for He careth
for you. Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring
lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: Whom resist steadfast in
the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your
brethren that are in the world (I Peter 5:1-10 KJV).”
Peter tells the pastors to feed the flock of God and not war among
themselves (I Peter 5). Pastors must feed God’s flock because the flock will die if the sheep are not being fed—
malnourished sheep cannot produce more sheep. Feeding the flock means that whenever we come to church, there is
always an opportunity for people to be saved. Feeding the flock also means that we give people the Word of God.
After people have warred all week in the world, when they come to church, they need to hear about God who will
give them peace. For this reason, Peter warns the pastors about warring among themselves; the sheep won’t be fed if
those who are spiritual are focusing on themselves and refusing to unify among themselves. Remember that God
resists the proud and gives grace to the humble, so we should always respect one another and never get to the point
where we can’t apologize to one another. Furthermore, if we can’t put ourselves aside to get others saved and restored,
then we’re not very spiritual after all.
Jesus taught the disciples to love one another as God loves us. People are drawn to churches where there is
unity and where they can be loved and get along with other people in the church; people don’t like to be treated
meanly. When people come to our churches, we are supposed to have empathy and understand what they are going
through. Consequently, in our effort to get people saved, remember that we can’t force people to be saved. They must
decide to be saved according to their own free will; anything else is not a suitable sacrifice to God. Apostle Paul tells
us that the kingdom of God is, “righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost (Romans 14:17 KJV).” Therefore,
all else is not that important. Paul goes on to say, “Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and
things wherewith one may edify another (Romans 14:19 KJV).” We can’t tolerate sin, but we can tolerate everything
else. God’s only concern is that people get saved and stay saved until Jesus comes.
The major premise of the gospel is forgiveness. Are we as obedient in forgiving others as we are in speaking
in tongues? When we forgive, the debt is paid, and we don’t bring up the sins of others any longer. We should forgive
because that’s what Jesus Christ does—He forgave us too. When we don’t forgive, Satan takes advantage of us. After
we have learned how to endure and forgive people, God will settle and strengthen us: “But the God of all grace, who
hath called us unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish,
strengthen, settle you (I Peter 5:10 KJV).” Once we who already believe are settled and strengthened, we are able to
effectively minister Jesus Christ to those who will come into our churches. Feed the flock; let them know that there’s
hope in Him.
God bless you,
Bishop Charles D. Smith
Gulf Coast Jurisdiction

More August stories
Category: Events
The pastor of one church was guest speaker in South Carolina and another church had a baby
shower, welcomed a new member, celebrated a wedding anniversary and birthday.
•

From Lily of the Valley: On August 15,
2021, Elder Deborah Sewell, Co-Pastor of
Lily of the Valley Church (LOV) was guest
speaker for a revival at Great Light Church,
Sumter, South Carolina. She was
supported by her family saints from LOV
and other churches. A young lady visited
the church with her four children, sang a
song and joined the church after hearing
the Word of God preached. Pastor Sewell's
cousin had only been getting two hours of
sleep per night, but after getting prayer, she
said she has been sleeping wonderfully. A
husband and wife who visited the church
got saved during the revival, and the man
came back and ushered for the next service.
Everyone went home with joy and kept
talking about how blessed they were.

In the Photo: Pastor Deborah Sewell preaching.

Sister Sereese Davis: “It was spiritually refreshing, and nobody walked out the same way they
came in.”

In the Photos: Saints enjoying the revival at Great Light Church in Sumter, South Carolina on August 15, 2021.

More LOV pictures of the revival:

In the Photos: Saints enjoying the revival at Great Light Church in Sumter, South Carolina on August 15, 2021.

More LOV pictures of the revival:

In the Photos: Saints enjoying the revival at Great Light Church in Sumter, South Carolina on August 15, 2021.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

From Spirit of Christ: In August, the Spirit of Christ Elect Ladies
department hosted a baby shower for Missionary Felicita Woods. Sister
Felicita was only two weeks away from giving birth and meeting her
new baby boy. She was excited and so thankful for all the attention and
beautiful gifts.
•

Elder Debbie Calix: “We had a great time of fun and fellowship.”
In the Photo: Missionary Felicita Woods at her baby shower in Fort Walton Beach, Fla.

More SOC Baby Shower Photos:

In the Photos: Spirit of Christ saints enjoying Missionary Felicita Woods’ baby shower in Fort Walton Beach, Fla.

More SOC Baby Shower Photos:

In the Photos: Spirit of Christ saints enjoying Missionary Felicita Woods’ baby shower in Fort Walton Beach, Fla.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

•
From Spirit of Christ: Spirit of Christ welcomes their newest
member, Dewey Carmelo Woods, 7lbs, 13ozs. Congratulations to
Missionary Felicita and David Woods on the arrival of their baby boy,
born August 23, 2021. Big sisters Venus and Maxine were very happy to
meet their little brother.
Elder Debbie Calix: “We are so happy for the Woods Family.”
In the Photos: The arrival of baby Dewey Carmelo Woods and his proud parents.

More SOC Baby Photos:

In the Photos: Big sisters Venus and Maxine enjoying their baby brother, Dewey.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

From Spirit of Christ: In the month of August, Spirit of Christ shouts, "Happy 35th Anniversary,"
to Pastor Tom and Elder Debbie Calix and, "Happy Birthday," to Minister Sean Francis.
Elder Debbie Calix: “We had a blessed time celebrating.”

In the Photos: Pastor Tom and Elder Debbie Calix celebrating their 35th wedding anniversary on the beach and Minister Sean
Francis celebrating his birthday at Spirit of Christ Church.

Category: Prayer Request
The saints need healing and comfort.
•

From the Editorial Staff: The saints below need prayer. If you have a prayer request,
please submit it to the monthly newsletter. We will run the testimonies of saints’ answered
prayers in the newsletter. “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much”
(James 5:16 KJV).

Elder T’Angela Rogers (Healing)
Minister Norma Taylor’s Mother (Healing)
Minister Joseph Johnson (Healing)
Brother Joshua Henderson (Healing)
Elder Paulette Harrison (Healing)
Brother Anthony Burrell (Complete Healing)
Elder LaToya Smith’s Father (Complete Healing)
Minister Chemiese Hall’s Niece (Healing)
Minister Chemiese Hall’s Sister (Comfort)
Sister Francesca Di Chiaro (Healing)
Sister Alyssa (Minister Desiree Sewell Walker’s daughter) (Healing)
Minister Danni Garcia’s Mother (Healing)
Minister Tina Martin’s Father (Healing)
Sister T’Shaura Gay’s Mother (Healing)
Minister Sirita Loiseau (Healing)
Mother Dorothy Harrison (Healing)
Minister Lajoya Shelly (Healing)
Jeffery Byrd (Elder Angela Jenkin’s Uncle) (Healing)
Deaconess Lisa Gibson (Healing)
Minister Leslie Allen (Healing)
Mother Judy Jones (Healing)
Minister Priya Luchmun (Healing)
Minister India Rogers (Healing)
Elder Paula Smith (Healing)
Elder Deborah Sewell (Healing)
Minister Eartha Howard (Healing)
Elder Bonita Russell (Healing)
Sister Barbara Cooper (Healing
Exhorter Travis Sewell (Healing)
Minister Kourtney Littlejohn (Healing)
Bishop William Lee III (Healing)
Elder Carolin Taylor (Healing)
Minister Janice Spivey (Healing)
Elder Deborah Sewell’s Mother (Lois Franklin) (Healing)
Elder Deborah Sewell’s Sister (Loretta Green) (Healing)
Minister Monique Pullin’s Uncle (George Pullin) (Healing)
Minister Lynn Knox’s grandson (Elijah) (Healing)
Minister Crystal Derico (Healing)

Sister Frankie Ware (Healing)
Elder Kim Chisolm (Healing)
Brother Arthur Thompson (Complete Healing)
Elder Gary Watson, Jr. (Healing)
Elder Jacqueline Terrell (Healing)
Pastor Luther McCaskill’s Uncle (Rickey Golden) (Healing)
Pastor Luther McCaskill’s Mother (Janice McCaskill) (Healing)
Minister Janice Spivey’s Father (Brother Leon Motley) (Healing)
Minister Keta McCaskill’s Mother (Louise Knox) (Healing)
Sister Eleanor Rogers’ Mother (Ms. Rosa Welcome) (Healing)
Elder T’Angela Rogers’ Mother (Healing)
Minister Kourtney Littlejohn’s Sister (Veronika) (Healing)
Elder T’Angela Rogers’ Sister (Andrea McDowell) (Healing)
Deacon Wayne Walker (Healing)
Category: Upcoming Events
•

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

From the Evangelistic Team: Below are the Evangelistic team members for the Gulf
Coast Jurisdiction. Please pray that the Lord will use them mightily to speak words that
are Spirit and life and confirm His Word by miracles, wonders and signs. If you need a
revival at your church, please contact one of the evangelists listed below to check his or
her availability.

Elder Ruth Latham
Elder Tom Calix
Minister Crystal Derico
Minister Shaundra Smith
Minister Desiree Walker

•

From the Administrative Staff: Saints please be mindful of these upcoming events.
The 2021 Gulf Coast Jurisdiction Calendar

Date
Sep 4-5
Sep 17-19
TBD
Oct 9-10
Oct 8-10
Oct 22-24
Oct 29-31
Nov 5-7
Nov 19-21
Dec 4-5

Event
Elder Calix Pastoral Anniversary
International Missions Conference
GCJ CE Recreational Fellowship
Holy of Holies Tabernacle Anniversary
PNW Jurisdictional Conference
European Jurisdictional Conference
Central States Jurisdictional Conference
Northeast Jurisdictional Conference
Gulf Coast Jurisdictional Conference
Elder Thompson Pastoral Anniversary

Location
FWB, FL
Augusta, GA
TBD
Holiday, FL
Honolulu, HI
Rodenbach, Germany
Kansas City, MO
Indian Head, MD
FWB, FL
Gulfport, MS

If you read this Gulf Coast Jurisdictional monthly
newsletter and enjoy the articles, please help us
keep it going by submitting articles and photos to
eldruthlath@gmail.com so we can enjoy reading
and seeing the activities at your church.
Thanks to all of you who faithfully support the
newsletter with your monthly inputs.
Very Respectively,
The Editorial Staff

