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Bishop Smith Told the GCJ Saints They’re New Creatures
FORT WALTON BEACH, FLA. – “We’re new
creatures from the corruption of our souls which
started when Adam sinned in the Garden of Eden,”
said Bishop Charles D. Smith, Gulf Coast
Jurisdictional Bishop and Pastor of Promise Church,
via Zoom Friday night, September 3, 2021.
Because of the Coronavirus pandemic, Bishop
Smith has been teaching, via Zoom on Sunday
mornings, Tuesday and Friday nights during these
times of stay-at-home orders in effect in many states.
Bishop Smith taught from I Corinthians 5:17
KJV, which states: “Therefore if any man be in Christ,
he is a new creature: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new.”
Bishop Smith said, “Jesus’ death on the cross
represents our dying to our old self because we died
with Him on the cross.” He added that “God needed
a way to break sin’s power, so Jesus volunteered to come down from Heaven and die for the sins
of the world. Jesus fulfilled the law and satisfied the requirement for sin and death. None of us
could have died for our own sins because we were born in sin and under the penalty of death.”
“God salvaged us when we were in sin, which is where we get the word ‘salvation.’ When
God makes us new creatures, He continues to make us new through His word until we’re glorified.
However, the word of God only works for those who have the Holy Ghost,” said Bishop Smith.
Using II Corinthians 6:17-18 KJV, Bishop Smith encouraged the saints to live separate
from the world, “Wherefore come out from among them and be separate, saith the Lord, and touch
not the unclean thing and I will receive you. And will be a Father unto you, and you shall be my
sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.”
In conclusion, Bishop Smith told the saints that the God of the universe is our Father, and
He delivered us from the bondage of sin. “All of our failures in life are ours, and all of our successes
in life come from God; therefore we must cleanse ourselves from the filtness of the flesh and spirit
so that we can continue to be new creatures in Christ,” said Bishop Smith.
In the Photos: Bishop Charles D. Smith teaching at Promise Church in Fort Walton Beach, Fla.

The Bishop’s Corner
Rebuilding the House of God
Praise the Lord Saints,
“Hezekiah began to reign when he was five and twenty years
old, and he reigned nine and twenty years in Jerusalem. And his
mother’s name was Abijah, the daughter of Zechariah. And he did
that which was right in the sight of the Lord, according to all that
David his father had done. He in the first year of his reign, in the first
month, opened the doors of the house of the Lord, and repaired them.
And he brought in the priests and the Levites, and gathered them
together into the east street, and said unto them, ‘Hear me, ye Levites,
sanctify now yourselves, and sanctify the house of the Lord God of
your fathers, and carry forth the filthiness out of the holy place.’ And
they gathered their brethren, and sanctified themselves, and came,
according to the commandment of the king, by the words of the Lord,
to cleanse the house of the Lord (II Chronicles 29:1-5,15 KJV).”
The first thing that King Hezekiah does in his first year of
reign is to open the temple of God because King Ahaz had caused the people to fall completely into idolatry
and had shut the doors of the temple. Much like the people of God who had fallen into idolatry during King
Ahaz’s reign, we too may have allowed many things into our temple (our affections) that require us to clean
our house.
Before we can rebuild the house of God, we must first take an introspection of ourselves to see if
we need to turn back to God. If we should find things in ourselves that are not pleasing to God, then we
must get rid of them. The word of God edifies, exhorts and; comforts; and it is always right. Therefore we
should check ourselves by God’s word each day. We should be able to spot things within ourselves that are
not motivated by the Holy Ghost and allow him to remove them.
The things King Hezekiah had to remove from the temple represent the things that enter our
affections and mind that don’t align with God’s will. Like King Hezekiah, we must also come to the point
where we say we’re done with things that disagree with the Holy Ghost. Just like Hezekiah was cleansing
the temple to set it up for worship, the Spirit wants to set us up for worship.
As we look at Hezekiah’s purging of the temple, we must look at ourselves and ask God to purge
us. We can either start or delay God’s work of rebuilding His house. Whatever work God has called us to
do, we must do it, and we must not be afraid to start the work over again, if necessary. But we must do the
work of God for His glory and not for the praises of men because the praises of men take away our reward
in heaven and dims our light in the world. We’re trying to produce heavenly people who love God as we
do; therefore, we must reap the harvest because people need to be saved from earth and the corruption of
it. But we can’t do anything until we allow God to cleanse us.
God bless you,
Bishop Charles D. Smith
Gulf Coast Jurisdiction

More September stories
Category: Events
One church gained new members and was blessed with a new AC unit; another church had a baby
shower and revival; another church had a birthday celebration; and another church had a book
drive.
•
From Prince of
Peace: The saints of
Prince of Peace
welcomed new
members and they
received new member
certificates.
Elder Paulette
Harrison: “We’re very
happy that the Lord
has added the increase
to the church.”
In the Photos: Pastor Harrison praying for the new members of Prince of Peace church, Sister Jean Tiram and Sister Nerrissa
Adair and other members welcoming them.

____________________________________________________________________________
•

From Prince of Peace: The Lord blessed Prince of Peace church to receive a free air
conditioning unit, donated by DMX, which is the family company of one of the members.

Elder Paulette Harrison: “The Lord is truly good to Prince of Peace Church.”

In the Photos: The new AC unit donated to Prince of Peace Church from the DMX Company.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

•
From Spirit of Christ: The
Elect
Ladies’
and
Mission's
departments of Spirit of Christ have
been very busy and excited over the
baby boom they are experiencing. This
month Minister Sean and Sister
Shanell Francis were celebrated with a
shower for the upcoming birth of their
baby boy. With over a dozen ladies
attending, food, games, prizes and
plenty of gifts, Sister Shanell was
overwhelmed with emotions. She gave
the glory to God for all her many
blessings, friends, and the fellowship.
Elder Debbie Calix: “We’re all excited
about the Francis’ new baby.”

In the Photos: Sister Shanell Francis enjoying her baby shower gifts.

SOC Baby Shower Photos Continued:

In the Photos: Saints enjoying the baby shower for Sister Shanell Francis.

• From Spirit of
Christ: The Gospel
was preached, the
Saints were edified,
miracles and blessings
were received at our
wonderful "Spirit-filled
revival." Elder Sharon
Alston,
CLGI
International Director
of Missions encouraged
all in attendance. God
truly poured out His
Spirit and confirmed
His Word.
Elder Debbie Calix: “Pastor Tom Calix said, ‘It was a great blessing to have the woman of God
here at Spirit of Christ, and this is the beginning of many more Spirit-filled meetings that we will
enjoy.’"
In the Photos: Saints enjoying the Spirit of Christ Church revival and fellowship.

Spirit of Christ Revival Photos Continued:

In the Photos: Saints enjoying the Spirit of Christ Church revival and fellowship.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

•

From New Covenant: New Covenant Church hosted a book drive with Crystal Russell,
founder of Destiny Driven Inc., the Montgomery Area Debate League, to give books to
local area prisons to help with literacy. The local news station WSFA interviewed Crystal
and Elder Augustus Russell, Pastor of New Covenant. Members of Destiny Driven, Inc.
will sort, pack and donate the first round of books to Alabama correctional facilities on
October 16, 2021, from 10 am to 2 pm at New Covenant Church. Please come meet

Montgomery’s great debaters and help them as they endeavor to change lives one book at
a time.
Elder Bonita Russell: “We were happy to help Destiny Driven Inc. in this book drive.”

In the Photos: Crystal Russell and Pastor Augustus Russell being interviewed by a local news station and members of Destiny
Driven reviewing the donated books.

•
From Lily of the Valley: On
Saturday and Sunday, September 4-5,
2021, Lily of the Valley celebrated Pastor
Tony Sewell's 65th birthday with a BBQ
and Sunday morning service. The food
was great, the fellowship was fun, and the
word was refreshing. The saints had a
wonderful time and the service was
amazing. On Sunday morning, Sister
Chantha Mastin, Exhorter Tonya Calix, the
Brinkley Family, and LOV’s Voices of
Praise sang and Bishop Charles D. Smith,
Gulf Coast Jurisdictional Bishop and
Pastor of Promise Church in Fort Walton
Beach, Fla. preached the Word of God and
blessed the saints.
Sister Sereese Davis: “We all had a great time.”

In the Photos: Saints enjoying Pastor Tony Sewell’s birthday celebration at Lily of the Valley Church.

LOV Birthday Photos Continued:

In the Photos: Saints enjoying Pastor Tony Sewell’s birthday celebration at Lily of the Valley Church.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Category: Prayer Request
The saints need healing and comfort.
•

From the Editorial Staff: The saints below need prayer. If you have a prayer request,
please submit it to the monthly newsletter. We will run the testimonies of saints’ answered
prayers in the newsletter. “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much”
(James 5:16 KJV).

Elder T’Angela Rogers (Healing)
Elder Paulette Harrison (Healing)
Brother Anthony Burrell (Complete Healing)
Minister Sirita Loiseau (Healing)
Minister Priya Luchmun (Healing)
Minister India Rogers (Healing)
Minister Xiomara Rivera (Complete Healing)

Elder Paula Smith (Healing)
Elder Deborah Sewell (Healing)
Minister Eartha Howard (Healing)
Elder Bonita Russell (Healing)
Sister Barbara Cooper (Healing
Minister Kourtney Littlejohn (Healing)
Bishop William Lee III (Healing)
Minister Crystal Derico (Healing)
Sister Frankie Ware (Healing)
Elder Kim Chisolm (Healing)
Elder Jacqueline Terrell (Healing)
Sister Eleanor Rogers’ Mother (Ms. Rosa Welcome) (Healing)
Elder T’Angela Rogers’ Mother (Healing)
Minister Kourtney Littlejohn’s Sister (Veronika) (Healing)
Sister Ilyasha Hood (Healing)
Elder T’Angela Rogers and Family (Condolence)
The Walker and Sewell Families (Condolence)
Minister Rebekah Thomas and Family (Condolence)

Category: Testimony
The saints are grateful to God for prayer and the blessings of the Lord.
To the body of Christ,
Words cannot express my sincere appreciation for how the body of Christ near and far has
supported me during my time of loss. The support has been spiritual, physical, financial and
material. I have received every letter/card, cash app, text, call, or social media message, and they
have truly been a blessing. Without your support and encouragement and the true comfort of the
Holy Ghost, I could not have gotten through the burial process as well as each new day as smoothly
as I have been able to.
To all, I greatly appreciate your willingness to give freely of yourselves, and your efforts have
definitely made a difference in strengthening my walk in Christ even the more. Lastly, please know
that both I and my family appreciate your support big time.
Very Respectfully,
Min. Desiree S. Walker

To the Saints,
I am overwhelmed with gratitude for all of the love and support my family and I have received
during this time. I have been blessed to receive so many cards, emails, text messages, monetary

donations, and encouragement in all forms. I am humbled and simply grateful.
My mother was so loved, and while some knew her from her time with me in our church, so many
of you did not know her but yet showed her love.
Thank you. Please continue to pray for my family and me as we navigate this unexpected grief and
loss. I know that His Spirit is a Comforter and will continue to wrap me in His arms.
Love you all!
Minister Rebekah F. Thomas

Category: Upcoming Events
•

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

From the Evangelistic Team: Below are the Evangelistic team members for the Gulf
Coast Jurisdiction. Please pray that the Lord will use them mightily to speak words that
are Spirit and life and confirm His Word by miracles, wonders and signs. If you need a
revival at your church, please contact one of the evangelists listed below to check his or
her availability.

Elder Ruth Latham
Elder Tom Calix
Minister Crystal Derico
Minister Shaundra Smith
Minister Desiree Walker

•

From the Administrative Staff: Saints please be mindful of these upcoming events.
The 2021 Gulf Coast Jurisdiction Calendar

Date
Oct 9-10
Oct 8-10
Oct 22-24
Oct 29-31
Nov 5-7
Nov 19-21
Dec 4-5

Event
Holy of Holies Tabernacle Anniversary
PNW Jurisdictional Conference
European Jurisdictional Conference
Central States Jurisdictional Conference
Northeast Jurisdictional Conference
Gulf Coast Jurisdictional Conference
Elder Thompson Pastoral Anniversary

Location
Holiday, FL
Honolulu, HI
Rodenbach, Germany
Kansas City, MO
Indian Head, MD
FWB, FL
Gulfport, MS

If you read this Gulf Coast Jurisdictional monthly
newsletter and enjoy the articles, please help us
keep it going by submitting articles and photos to
eldruthlath@gmail.com so we can enjoy reading
and seeing the activities at your church.
Thanks to all of you who faithfully support the
newsletter with your monthly inputs.
Very Respectively,
The Editorial Staff

