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Bishop Smith encouraged the saints to Come Back to Church 

  
 FORT WALTON BEACH, FLA. – “There’s a 

presence of God when we get together in God’s 

house,” said Bishop Charles D. Smith, Gulf Coast 

Jurisdictional Bishop and Pastor of Promise 

Church via Zoom on Tuesday night, July 26, 

2022, at Promise Church. Those who could not 

make it to the church were able to participate via 

Zoom. 

Bishop Smith taught from 2 Chronicles 

chapters 5 and 7, 1 Corinthians chapter 12 and 

Ephesians chapter 4. He focused his study on 

Hebrews 10:22-24, which states: “Let us draw 

near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 

having our hearts sprinkled from an evil 

conscience and our bodies washed with pure 

water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope 

without wavering, for He who promised is 

faithful. And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the 

assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so 

much the more as you see the Day approaching.” (Hebrews 10:22-24 NKJV)  

Bishop Smith said that everyone who has the Holy Ghost has a desire to fellowship together 

and that assembling together can’t be replaced by Zoom or television. “There’s a work to be done 

in the house of God and it’s a labor of love for you to do that work with the saints.” “The Holy 

Spirit knows why you stay home and why you come to the house of God because He knows your 

hearts.  For those of us who can do better, there is an unction in us by the Holy Ghost to do more. 

You must not let the devil take away your hope of Jesus coming back and give you the mindset 

that Jesus is not coming back because He has not yet come,” said Bishop Smith. 

Bishop Smith concluded by saying, “Coming to church helps you by putting you in the will 

of God so He can bless you. There has always been a need for a place of sanctification and worship 

for God and that is in the house of God. I want to encourage you to come back to the house of 

God.” 

 
In the Photo: Bishop Charles D. Smith, GCJ Bishop and Pastor of Promise Church, preaching in Fort Walton Beach, Fla. 

http://www.gulfcoastclgi.org/


The Bishop’s Corner 
 

 

The Will of God 

 
Praise the Lord Saints, 
 

“When He had come down from the mountain, great 

multitudes followed Him. And behold, a leper came and 

worshipped Him, saying, ‘Lord, if You are willing, You can 

make me clean.’ Then Jesus put out His hand and touched him, 

saying, ‘I am willing; be cleansed.’” (Matthew 8:1-3 NKJV)  

 Whatever we are going through that no one else can fix, 

we can be assured that God is able and has all power to fix 

anything. One of the easiest problems for God to fix in our lives 

is the lack of money because the earth is the Lord’s (Psalm 

24:1), and the cattle on a thousand hills belong to God (Psalm 

50:10). Very few people who trust in God say, “I don’t know 

if God can fix it.” They instead say, “God will you fix it?”  

Healing is the will of God. Jesus healed the people in the Bible and told them to go and sin 

no more. We should ask God to save us first then fix us. If Jesus comes back now and we’ve 

already asked Him to save us, we will be fine and will go to heaven with Him. 

 Even when we know what to do, we are not always willing to do it.  We all need to pray, 

but sometimes we don’t. God doesn’t make us do anything against our will. He tells us, “If you 

will, you should pray.” The same unwillingness we show toward God’s will is what we project 

unto God when we say that God is not willing to answer our prayers. But if we come to Jesus like 

the leper, Jesus will say, “I am willing” to do whatever we need Him to do for us. 

 We need to stop being led by our own wisdom and ask God before we do anything. 

“Instead, you ought to say, ‘If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that.’” (James 4:15 NKJV) 

The will of God is perfect, and He has a problem with us if we choose or do something that affects 

our relationship with Him.  The Holy Spirit gives us the strength to do God’s will, and the Bible 

teaches us how to overcome whatever keeps us from being in God’s will.  Apostle Paul tells us in 

James, “Therefore, submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.” (James 4:7 NKJV)  

 Healing and salvation are the will of God, and God wants us to change for the better. God 

doesn’t want anyone to perish. He wants people to change and be saved. “The Lord is not slack 

concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that 

any should perish but that all should come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9 NKJV) 

 

God bless you, 

 

Bishop Charles D. Smith 

Gulf Coast Jurisdiction  

For more of Bishop Smith’s teachings, go to the Gulf Coast Jurisdiction Website at 

http://www.gulfcoastclgi.org  and click on “Encouragement” then “Teachings.” 

http://www.gulfcoastclgi.org/


More July stories 

Category: Events 

 

During the month of July, one church had a wedding, and another church had baby dedications, 

a baptismal service, and a fellowship. 

 

• From New Covenant: The New 

Covenant saints helped to celebrate the 

wedding of Exhorter Crystal Russell to 

Brother Ebenezer Aryitey on July 16, 

2022. This was the biggest event of the 

year for New Covenant and the day 

included a traditional Ghanaian marriage 

ceremony which was held that morning in 

the back yard of Pastor Augustus Russell’s 

home. Bishop Charles D. Smith, Gulf 

Coast Jurisdictional Bishop, and Pastor of 

Promise Church, officiated the traditional 

American wedding ceremony which was 

held that afternoon at a local activities’ 

venue in Montgomery, AL, and included a 

reception following the wedding.  The 

wedding party included parents of the 

groom, Mr. Edwin, and Mrs. Naa Ayeley 

Aryitey; parents of the bride, Pastor 

Augustus, and Elder Bonita Russell; 

Groomsmen: Ellis Aryitey, Edwin 

Aryitey, and Oti Soberekon; Bridesmaids: 

Jessi Walters, Marilyn Sanders, and Alyss 

Aryeetey; Flower Girls: Joanna Hinson 

and Hannah Varghese; and Ring bearers: 

Michael Hinson and Gabriel Hinson. 

Some of the wedding guests came from West Africa, Canada, Louisiana, Georgia, and 

Belgium.  

The weekend wedding activities concluded on Sunday, July 17, with Bishop Smith 

preaching at New Covenant Church, encouraging the people that they need God. “Jesus died so 

that we would be free for the power of sin and be saved. God is always calling us to be saved, and 

it is always God’s time for us to be saved, but He has to wait for us to say ‘yes’ to Him,” said 

Bishop Smith.  

There was a fellowship dinner at the church following the Sunday morning service where 

the saints, Russell family and Aryitey family had the opportunity to share, fellowship, and continue 

getting to know one other. 

 

Elder Bonita Russell: “Thank you Bishop Smith for performing the ceremony and to the saints 

that came and participated to help make this such a wonderful and grand event.”  

 



New Covenant Wedding Photos Continued: 

 

  

   

In the Photos: Family, friends, and saints enjoying the wedding ceremony of Exhorter Crystal Russell and Brother Ebenezer 

Aryitey. 



New Covenant Wedding Photos Continued: 

 

       

In the Photos: Family, friends, and saints enjoying the wedding ceremony of Exhorter Crystal Russell and Brother Ebenezer 

Aryitey. 

 

 



New Covenant Wedding Photos Continued: 

            

            



New Covenant Wedding Photos Continued: 

      

              

In the Photos: The bride and groom and their parents. 



New Covenant Wedding Photos Continued: 

                

       

In the Photos: Family, friends, and saints enjoying the wedding reception of Exhorter Crystal Russell and Brother Ebenezer 

Aryitey, and a fellowship dinner at New Covenant Church after Sunday service. 

 

 



• From Holy of Holies Tabernacle: HHT had a baptismal service, baby dedication, and 

fellowship on July 30. The saints of HHT came together and rejoiced as Pastor Christopher 

Mastin baptized many members and dedicated two babies. The fellowship, which was held 

on International Friends Day, was a wonderful celebration with family and friends.  

 

Minister Kim Mastin: “We all enjoyed this joyous occasion.”  

 

   
 

   
 
In the Photos: HHT members being baptized, and a baby being dedicated. 

 

 

 



Holy of Holies Tabernacle Photos Continued: 

   

      

In the Photos: HHT members rejoicing over a baby dedication and enjoying the fellowship with family and friends. 

 

 

 

Category Testimony: 

 

The saints testify of God’s goodness, mercy and miracle-working power. 

 

• From Prince of Peace: I praise God for being a healer! I asked my pastor, Elder Paulette 

Harrison to agree with me in prayer for my friend’s new-born baby, Ezekiel John Emerson, 



and God heard our prayers.  Ezekiel was born 

prematurely at 26 weeks, weighed only 2 lbs., 5 

oz., and was only 14 inches long. He had bleeding 

on his brain, and the doctors placed him in the 

NICU, giving him only one week to live.  We 

needed God to move immediately, and thanks to 

His goodness and mercy, He did it! Ezekiel now 

weighs 3 lbs. and 14 oz., 1760 grams, only (2 oz) 

away from 4 lbs. He has gained 50+ grams a night 

for a month. He has passed all his breathing tests 

and was trialed on how long he can breathe on his 

own with no support. He did well. He had good 

color in his skin and was taken off the ventilator, 

and I got to hear him cry for the first time!  Ezekiel 

is now wearing new-born size diapers.   His lungs 

are developing well and the bleeding in his brain 

has stabilized. The doctors say that we won’t be able to tell that Ezekiel ever had a brain 

bleed. Next, they will work toward an open crib and latching to a bottle. Thus far, they 

have been able to successfully begin breastfeeding. Thank you, Lord, for your miracle-

working power! 

 

God bless you, 

 

Sister Keonnia Summers 

 

   
 

In the Photos: Baby Ezekiel and his mother at the hospital, showing his progress as God’s miracle-working power is manifested. 

 

 

 



Category: Prayer Request 

The saints need healing and comfort.  

 

• From the Editorial Staff:  The saints below need prayer. If you have a prayer request, 

please submit it to the monthly newsletter. We will run the testimonies of saints’ answered 

prayers in the newsletter. “The effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much” 

(James 5:16b NKJV).  

 

Elder T’Angela Rogers (Healing) 

Elder Paulette Harrison (Complete Healing) 

Minister Sirita Loiseau (Healing)   

Minister India Rogers (Healing) 

Elder Paula Smith (Complete Healing) 

Elder Deborah Sewell (Healing) 

Minister Eartha Howard (Healing) 

Elder Bonita Russell (Healing) 

Sister Barbara Cooper (Healing 

Minister Kourtney Littlejohn (Healing) 

Elder Jacqueline Terrell (Healing) 

Elder Angela Jenkins (Healing) 

Sister Nancy Torres (Healing) 

Sister Eleanor Rogers’ Mother (Ms. Rosa Welcome) (Healing) 

Elder T’Angela Rogers’ Mother and Stepfather (Healing) 

Minister Kourtney Littlejohn’s Sister (Veronika) (Healing) 

Elder Treani Thompson (Healing) 

Elder Lakesha Sewell (Healing)  

Brother David Hawkins (Healing) 

Minister Dale Martin Sr. and Family (Condolences) 

 

 

Category: Upcoming Events 

 

• From the Evangelistic Team:  Below are the Evangelistic team members for the Gulf 

Coast Jurisdiction.  Please pray that the Lord will use them mightily to speak words that 

are Spirit and life and confirm His Word by miracles, wonders and signs.  If you need a 

revival at your church, please contact one of the evangelists listed below to check his or 

her availability. 

 

1.  Elder Ruth Latham  

2.  Elder Tom Calix  

3.  Minister Crystal Derico  

4.  Minister Shaundra Smith   

5.  Minister Desiree Walker 

 

 



Revival Dates 

 

August 12-14: Holy of Holies Tabernacle 

 

 

• From the GCJ Missions Department: The 2022 Gulf Coast Jurisdiction Missions 

Conference will be held September 17-18, at Christ the Redeemer Church, 318 Commerce 

Street, Gulfport, Miss.  There will not be a hotel room block; attendees will need to choose 

their own accommodations from various hotels located in the area near the church. Below 

is the schedule of events for the conference: 

 

Saturday, September 17  

9:00 am – Meet and Greet/Registration 

9:30 am – “Morning Glory” 

10:00 am – 3:00 pm - Seminars/Workshops 

(Includes business meeting/lunch) 

7:00 pm – Prayer 

7:30 pm – Worship Service 

($20.00 Power March) 

 

Sunday, September 18 

10:00 am – Worship Service 

(Colors: Shades of Blue and White) 

 

 

• From the Administrative Staff:  Saints please be mindful of these upcoming events. 

 

The 2022 Gulf Coast Jurisdiction Calendar 

 

Date     Event       Location 

 

TBD   Elder Russell Pastoral Anniversary   Montgomery, AL  

Aug 5-7   First Jurisdictional Conference   Columbus, OH  

Aug 25-28   South American Jurisdictional Conf.   Paramaribo, Suriname  

Sep 3-4   Elder Calix Pastoral Anniversary   FWB, FL  

Sep 2-4  Central States Jurisdictional Conf.   Kansas City, MO  

Sep 2-4   North Carolina Pre-Jurisdictional Conference TBD 

Sep 17-18  GCJ Missions Conference    Gulfport, MS 

TBD   GCJ CE Recreational Fellowship    TBD  

Oct 8-9   Elder Mastin Pastoral Anniversary  Holiday, FL  

Oct 7-9   PNW Jurisdictional Conf.     Honolulu, HI  

Oct 21-23  European Jurisdictional Conf.    Rodenbach, Germany  

Nov 18-20   Gulf Coast Jurisdictional Conf.    FWB, FL  

Dec 3-4   Elder Thompson Pastoral Anniv.    Gulfport, MS 

 



 

 

If you read this Gulf Coast Jurisdictional monthly 

newsletter and enjoy the articles, please help us 

keep it going by submitting articles and photos to 

eldruthlath@gmail.com so we can enjoy reading 

and seeing the activities at your church.   

 

Thanks to all of you who faithfully support the 

newsletter with your monthly inputs. 

 

Very Respectively, 

The Editorial Staff 

mailto:eldruthlath@gmail.com

